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Lesson for July 13 in this issue 


Lesson 2.—Jacob. (A Selfish Man Transformed) 


Genesis 25 : 19-34; chagiters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47 : 12. 
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DVERTISING is not exactly a philanthropic in- 

stitution, but its existence results in a definite 
advantage to the consumer. In other words the 
purpose of advertising is to sell, but the fact that 
it does sell, in large volume, gives the consumer 
better price and better quality. The TIMES adver- 
tising columns contain many suggestions that you 
will be glad to know about. It pays to buy the 
® advertised article. 




















* ~ ‘Held 
By Beatrice Cleland 
y ‘Be 


“Tam continualiy with thee: thou hast holden 
me.'’ — Psalm 73: 23, 


T IS'NT that I cling to Him 
I Or struggle to be blessed ; 
He siniply-takes, my hand in His, 
_ And there'T let it rest. 





When Two Lions Meet 


“What is stronger than a lion?” asked the Phil- 
istines of Samson. Solomon’s’ inspired wisdom tells 
us that “a lion . . . is strongest among beasts, and 
turneth not away for any” (Prov. 30:30). But 
God delivered his servants from lions more than 
once. When the shepherd boy David faced the giant 
Goliath he was fearless, trusting “the Lord that de- 
livered me out ofthe paw of the lion” (1 Sam. 17: 
37). “Thou shalt tread upon the lion,” sang the 
Psalmist of the one who “dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most High” (Psa. 91). Daniel spent a night 
of safety in the lions’ den and reassured his friend 
the king the next morning with the word, “My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, 
that they have not hurt me” (Dan. 6:22). These 
were they “who through faith . . . stopped the 
mouths of lions” (Heb. 11:33). And when we re- 
member that our “adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whoni he may devour’ 
(1 Pet. 5:8), let us remember also that we can know 
victory over this lion every time if only we “resist 
stedfast in the faith.” The lion is indeed “strongest 
among beasts” that are created, but there is an un- 
created Lion stronger than this strongest of beasts, 
and stronger even than Satan himself. The time is 
coming when these two lions will meet for the last 
time, as they have met many times in the past. The 
lion Lucifer is always impotent before “the Lion of 
the tribe of Juda, the Root of David” (Rev. 5:5). 
It was David’s greater Son, this Root of David, who 
gave David victory over the lion of the field and 
Satan the lion. Satan has never faced Christ with- 
out being defeated. He was defeated three times in 
the wilderness temptation. -He was defeated as he 
sought the life of the Babe in Bethlehem. He met 
his worst. defeat when he thought he had won his 
greatest victory, on Calvary. He was defeated the 
third day after, in the tomb in which he thought to 
hold Judah’s Lion: the roaring lion has the power of 
death, and .used it, but it was of no avail “because it 
was not possible that He should be holden of it” 


(Acts 2:24). Two more great defeats await man’s 
enemy the lion. After Armageddon, when the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah returns in triumph, his angel 
“laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is 
the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a_ thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon him” (Rev. 20:2, 3). 
After this thousand years’ defeat he is “loosed a 
little season” and given his last chance with men, 
many of whom he deceives once more, and then he 
is “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone” (Rev. 
20:10). The lion will have met the Lion for the 


last time. 
a 
The Rising Curve of Disasters 


Blind optimism says this world is improving. It 
is difficult to locate the improvement. “Many inven- 
tions” make for ease and convenience and comfort in 
many ways; but, as a black in Africa said years ago 
to Dan Crawford, “To be better off is not to be bet- 
ter.” But even in many temporal matters we are 
not better off, but rather worse. The American Red 
Cross is not fanatical or pessimistic in its outlook: 


-it is a noble society of men and women banded to- 


gether to relieve suffering humanity in time of trouble. 
It recently published a leaflet entitled “The Rising 
Curve of Disasters in the United States.” Stating 
that “the belief that disasters are unusual and in this 
country not of regular and increasing occurrence is 
almost universal and, as a sequence, not requiring con- 
sideration from a national viewpoint,” a chart then 
traces the disasters ‘in America in which the Red 


.Cress has functioned for the past quarter of a cen- 
.tury. The rising.curve from 1905 to 1929 shows the 


increase in a startling degr.-. f the 774 disasters 
during these years, about 14 percent were in the first 
15 years, and 51 percent in the last § years. Without 
such a national relief organization as the Red Cross 
the Florida Hurricane of 1926, the Mississippi Flood 
of 1927, and the West Indies-Florida Hurricane of 
1928, would have. left over one million people partly 
or totally disabled. -When we add to the disasters 
in the United States the epochal catastrophes in other 
parts of the world, such as the earthquakes in China 
-and Japan, the famines in Russia and Asia, and the 
floods, hurricanes, and volcanic eruptions, it all has 
_but one meaning to the child of God who studies and 
believes God’s Word. The end of the age is upon us; 
the time is at hand which our Lord foretold. These 
disasters of “nature” are God’s judgments upon a 


“e 


world that will not accept his guidance and reign and 
love. They are his challenging call to turn to him and 
be saved. True optimism sees that they mean the 
near return of the Lord, for the Lord himself said: 
“When these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh” (Luke a1: 28). 


x 
Talking With Your Taxi Driver 


God wants every one to have beautiful feet. He 
tells us how we may have them: “How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10: 15.) 
Even when we are saving our feet by riding in a taxi- 
cab the glad tidings can go on. A Christian woman 
who was a student at Columbia Bible College (South 
Carolina) took a taxi each Sunday to attend a little 
church in which she was interested. Each time she 
took occasion to speak to the taxi driver about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. One of these was a drinking man 
who had not been to church for years. After one con- 
versation he told her, when next she took his taxi, that 
he had been to church the Sunday before for the first 
time in years, although his wife had been a churchgoer 
and had wanted him to go with her. The bearer of 
the glad tidings then gave the man a Gospel and asked 
him if he would now accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his personal Saviour. He said he would, and burst 
into tears. ‘The head of the taxi company called the 
Bible College student on the telephone some weeks 
after her first interview with the men, and said he was 
deeply impressed by the change in the lives of two or 
three of his men with whom she had talked. These 
taxi drivers were now talking to the others; several 
were eager to learn what it meant to be saved. The 
head of the company, who said he was a church member 
and a Christian but “had not been working at it,” was 
so stirred by the way his men were talking that he 
asked this woman if she could not arrange a Bible 
class for about twenty of the men, half of the grou 
on one evening, and half on another. She did so, tol 
them the plan of Salvation, and when their heads were 
bowed she asked how many of them were saved. The 
three or four to whom she had talked personally and 
who Jhad confessed Christ raised their hands. When 
she asked how many of the others wanted to be saved, 
all the hands went up. Soul-winning is_so simple, so 
easily done when we are ready to let the Lord lead, 
yet so wonderfuh and vast and eternal in its unspeak- 
able blessings. t us ask the Lord to make our 
feet beautiful, too! 


Christian Suffering in Soviet Russia 


French Huguenots gave to themselves through 

the weary decades which followed the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes. The “desert” in our day 
is Russia, and Christ’s folk there are enduring sor- 
rows no less poignant and prolonged than those of 
the Huguenots. There are, however, with these ex- 
periences of persecution experiences of God’s presence, 
and Mr. Marzinkowski’s book tells of both. 

This Russian lay preacher. is one of the authentic 
saints of the time. : ‘He was brought to Christ in 1904 
through the ministry of Baron Nicolay among Rus- 
sian students. Himself a brilliant student he donned 
workman’s clothes, evangelizéd in the factories, and 
as colporteur sold and explained Scriptures to the 
peasants of the Volga. He also became leader of the 
Christian students in Moscow. The outbreak of the 
revolution awakened joyous hopes, and no one could 
then have foreseen the sorrow that its Bolshevizing 
by the doctrinaires of Communism was to bring to 
the land. In those early, happy days Marzinkowski 
distributed Gospels in. the. streets of Moscow. For 
the first time the Gospel was really free! The Czarist- 


"FE HE Church in the Desert” was the name that the 





This editorial is based on “Gott-Erleben im Soviet-Russ- 
land” (“Experiences of God in Soviet Russia”)' by ‘W. P. 
Marzinkowski. ' Missionsverlag Licht im Osten (“Light in 
-the East Mission~Press’), Wernigerode, Germany. 


clerical régime had fallen, and one reads, for ex- 
ample, of a hundred village schoolmasters issuing a 
call for general Bible study. 

Alas! the open door was to close again, and the 
Gospel proscribed by autocracy was to suffer even 
more from the hands of the revolution. With great 
bravery Marzinkowski, at the very height of the Bol- 
shevist revolution, lectured in crowded meetings on 
Christ and the need for the Christian religion. For 
or against God was the theme which absorbed men’s 
minds. Marzinkowski preached against atheism, and 
his meetings were closed because they “did not har- 
monize with the spirit of the times.” When the mon- 
strous Lunatscharski lectured on “Why man should 
not believe in God,” insisting that he and his were the 
advance guard of' human thought, Marzinkowski rose 
up before the three thousand who packed the hall 
of the Polytechnic (unheated, so that the people had 
to stamp their feet to keep warm) and insisted that 
“without God one can neither work nor create, but 
only destroy. ‘Without me ye can do nothing.’” 

There were more joint debates. The atheists used 
signs such as “When science moves a step forward 
religion moves a step back.” On another, over the 
words “Why we should not believe in God,” was a 
rising sun! Many came to these joint debates with 
their New Testaments. One evangelical Christian, a 
simple workman, addressed the people in a Moscow 
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theater. He was able to disarm all his opponents 
with words of Scripture. Finally he was suppressed 
because “his addresses stupefied the people.” 

Russian Chgistians of today ponder much on last 
things. Their bitter experiences in war and famine 
times incline them to this. Of the Second Coming 
they say, “From the depths of eternity His steps can 
be heard.” In one of his lectures Marzinkowski was 
asked if Lenine was the Antichrist. “Scripture says 
that Antichrist shall sit in the temple as God, Now 
Lenine sits in our Russian temple, the Kremlin.” It 
was deathly still in the hall. T he lecturer saw that 
this might be a provocatory question to snare him. 
He replied, “Lenine is far too small a person to play 
the role of Antichrist. The Antichrist will do mir- 
acles, but Lenine cannot, even in the fight against 
famine. The Word of God had the Temple at Jeru- 
salem in mind and no other.” 

What sufferings Russian Christians went through 
in these famine times! Once there remained to Mar- 
zinkowski’s family only a little canary seed after the 
bird had frozen to death in the cold room. “We lived 
on black, sour, frostbitten potatoes and rye which we 
ground in a coffee mill.” Marzinkowski obtained per- 
mission from the Agricultural High School to forage 
for vegetables which might have been left in its gar- 
den after the crop was gathered. For these he walked 
ten kilometers! ‘The feeling at home was, never- 
theless, happy. We sang hymns at supper time to 
keep up our spirits.” Once, after a lecture, he re- 
ceived as pay a. whale, Joaf,of;pread! So crowded were 
their quarters that; for;two winters Marzinkowski slept 
on a table. phaihecoe ys ; 

He went to the;city of Samara and as he declined, 
because of being a Christian, to take part in military 
service was ordered instead to teach city waifs. A 
room in a city school was assigned to him, and he 
announced his meetings with fliers (printed slips). 
Christian students and teachers both men and women, 
one blind, volunteered help. He was astonished at the 
amount of Scripture he could pack into the little 
heads. He opened a second school and soon had three 
hundred children under instruction. It was amazing 
how the little ones absorbed the deepest truth. When 
they prayed they had been accustomed to turn to an 
icon, but this was now removed by the authorities. 
They were perplexed until the blind teacher explained 
to them that it was not necessary to see anything in 
order to pray to God, since God is a spirit. Sunday- 
school in Russia is called a Resurrection School, Sun- 
day having the name of Resurrection Day. One rough 
boy, on being asked what the purpose of a Resurrec- 
tion School was, answered, after reflection, “That we 
may learn to rise from our dead selves.” ; 

Finally Marzinkowski’s addresses were forbidden. 
He went to Bontsch-Bruiewitsch and asked if it was 
not the purpose of the government to use Mennonites 
and other sectarians for administrative purposes be- 
cause of their well-known honesty. “That is our in- 
tention,” was the answer. “Why, then, do you give 
recognition to the fruit but not to the tree on 
which it grows? Their honesty is the result of their 
religion, not of the conditions under which they live 
which are those of other Russians.” Bontsch-Bruie- 
witsch merely shrugged his shoulders. es 

Marzinkowski, in spite of the prohibition, proclaimed 
the Gospel right under the noses of the Bolshevist 
leaders. At times they would whisper to him as he 
was speaking, “Be more careful. There are agents 
of the Tcheka here.” Finally he was summoned for 
arrest. “We packed together the most necessary things 
in a little hand bag, — bread, a towel, and other things. 
After we had quieted somewhat I proposed a word 
from the New Testament. I opened at John’s Gospel 
and read: ‘Let not your heart be troubled .. ” 
A Lettish soldier sat indifferent; a Russian stood 
reverently at the door and loaked in silently with wide- 
open eyes. I had often read the words in church, at 
Communion, and in the meetings of Christian students, 
but now at midnight they sounded so real, so full of 
divine substance, as if they had come directly from 
the Master’s mouth. All were silent. ‘Let us pray.” 
There followed praise to God for his mercies. When 
he reached the Tcheka he found there two women 
officers of the Salvation Army, also under arrest. The 
Tcheka was bitter over the fact that two women 
Tchekists had been converted in meetings of the Sal- 
vation Army. 

In the Tcheka prison vermin swarmed. Sixty to 
seventy men were crowded together in five rooms. 
Almost all smoked,—the villainous cigarette! The 
air was consequently foul from this and from over- 
crowding. Once a week prisoners were allowed a fif- 
teen-minute walk in the open air. But the worst thing 
in the prison was not the overcrowding and the stifling 
= but the eternal swearing and scolding and vile 
talk. 

Marzinkowski read aloud to the prisoners the parable 
of the Prodigal Son. They asked him to preach to 
them and he agreed if they would stop their swearing. 
They insisted that they had tried but found it impossible. 
After he had held some meetings Marzinkowski could 
report that the swearing had ceased and that God’s 
Word had literally cleansed the- atmosphere. ‘He dis- 
covered a wonderful bass among the prisoners, a 
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former member of the synodal choir, and with his 
help organized a prison choir to sing the hymns of 
the Christian Student League. 

The prisons of the Bolshevist Utopia are as dread- 
ful as those of seventeenth century England in 
which Fox and Bunyan and the Quakers pined. Food 
poor, soup made of ill-smelling horseflesh, anzmia 
and tuberculosis common as a consequence of bad 
prison fare! Marzinkowski’s cell was so cold that he 

permission to visit another’s cell through 
which the kitchen chimney passed heating it somewhat. 
His great support was Bible study. Always new things 
opened up, especially in the Revelation, concerning 
suffering and the righteousness of God and the un- 
righteousness of men. “Prison isolated my memory 
against all other anxieties, and so, concentrated and 
powerful as an accumulator, it stored up all my 
thoughts concerning the Bible and life. Never in my 
life have I been so happy as in prison.” He discov- 
ered in the prison library 167 copies of Scripture in 
dilapidated condition and in various languages, ‘re- 
mains of the old régime when the church reigned. 
He got permission tc repair them and to lend them 
among the prisoners. Certain Jewish prisoners gave 
him lessons in Hebrew, and he soon mastered that 
language. 

Inthe prison was an army captain who had renounced 
military life after he became a Tolstoyan. Later he 
became a real Christian, reborn and regenerated. He 
published a little prison paper called “The Snowball.” 
Before his trial! his old peasant mother wrote him: 
“?*Twere better to be shot yourself than to shoot 
others.” Another sectarian Christian, a peasant, re- 
fused war service and was sent to this prison. He 
preached in prison, announcing his meetings from 
the prison balcony, as a muezzin from a minaret, and 
with the words: “Come, brothers, with me to Gol- 
gotha and see what has happened there.” 

“We must obey God rather than man,” wrote Mar- 
zinkowski. “This holy must! The cynicism, thievery, 
and lawlessness of jail atmosphere make the preach- 
ing of the Gospel necessary. Whoever is ashamed of 
me and my words in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration! Would it not be the height of selfishness to 
be silent regarding divine salvation among these de- 
generate and depraved men?” His hearers knew that 
every time he spoke he was in danger. It was for 
preaching that he came to prison and preaching in 
prison had been forbidden him. 

“The children of death’ are those condemned to 
be shot. Marzinkowski obtained permission to carry 
them some cookies which had been sent to him. He 
also asked perrnission to read the New Testament to 
them, but this was forbidden since “the New Testa- 
ment is a book of fairy tales.” ‘He doubted whether 
he ought to try further, but on opening his Bible 
read, “If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and those that are ready to be slain... 
doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? ... 
and shall not he render to every man according to 
his works?” He sought out the sub-warden again and 
finally obtained permission to be “pope to this parish.” 
There were “dry” thieves in this prison, that is, those 
who stole without killing; there were also “wet” 
ones, those who had shed blood when they burglar- 
ized. A story is told of one of these who had twenty- 
two murders on his conscience, hardened and unre- 
sponsive, who finally softened when the story of the 
penitent thief was read to-him. Marzinkowski found 
a picture of the Prodigal Son, torn from a tract, and 
brought it to this Solowioff. “He asked who it was, 
and I explained. Suddenly he gripped the paper in 
his hand, saying, ‘Here is the passport with which I 
go to death tomorrow.’ ” 

Petitions had been sent in by Baptists, Mennonites, 
and other Christians for Marzinkowski’s release. He 
had never been tried and the judge who had ex- 
amined him and sent him to prison had forgotten all 
about him. So it was finally decided that he might 
be set on the sidewalk “as it had been a mistake.” 
Strange as it may seem his health was better when 
he came out than when he went in. His rheumatism, 
in spite of cell dampness, was gone. He believes that 
this was a special mercy of God. As soon as he got 
out he went to work with Christian students to re- 
pair an old house on the Novinski Boulevard, Mos- 
cow, —all working with their hands until this Chris- 
tian student headquarters was in order. On_ the 
opening day Marzinkowski spoke on “The Meaning 
of Suffering.” ; 

He started preaching the Gospel again, but it was 
not for long. Bolshevist Russia is a vast empire, but 
it is not large enough to give foot room to this de- 
voted servant of Christ. He was exiled on the charge 
of destroying the morale of the Red Army with his 
lectures, though he had never spoken in barracks or 
agitated among the troops. He was told that in 
three years he could come back, for after that inter- 
val the enlightenment of the workers would be suffi- 
ciently advanced for them to be able to see through 
his preaching. But he has never been allowed again 
to step.on Russian soil. Perhaps it is just as well. 
The G. P. U., the terrorist organization which takes 
the place of the Tcheka, ‘is popularly called the Gospodi 
PomilU (“God Have Mercy on Thee”), a phrase re- 
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curring very frequently iri the Russian mass. Marzin- 
kowski is at least beyond the reach of its claws. 

Of these atheists he says, “When men begin to 
throw stones and shoot arrows against Heaven these 
fall hack on their heads.” ‘He considers this the great- 
est catastrophe of world history, and thinks Western 
Christians do not appreciate its portentousness. For 
such he has this message: 

“The reformers of the past, Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, 
and Calvin rose up for the protection of the Gospel 
against its distortion. Those of our day attempt to 
reform the Gospel according to the taste, the whim, 
and the fashion of the day. Such a reformation de- 
generates into deformation. Its Gospel has. muddied 
the water and is so insipid that all the thirsty decline 
it with wrath and indignation. I have pointed this 
out im many conferences- and in the name of our Rus- 
sian Christianity. And this may be one reason for 
my being ordered of God into Western Europe. We 
Russians in West Europe have come out of a burning 
house. All values, religious included, have been tried 
in.the fires of revolution.. Only that remains which 
is built on the eternal rock. Every other Christianity 
than Christ’s,— religion, idealism, and the like, has 
burned away in the present testing, 

“We come out of a burning house and you, our 
Western brethren, live in the same house, only one 
story higher. Do you not notice that the smell of 
fire is in your dwelling? This vague theology, this 
clever structure of bourgeois Christianity which, in 
its blindness, sets up as its goal not to subject the 
world to Christ but to trim God’s commandments to 
the world! A Christianity without Christ, whether 
of the liberalism of the Sadducees with its denial of 
the living God and of miracle or.the dead. orthodoxy 
of the Pharisees knowing only a dogmatic God and 
Christ without having the living God and his Son 
Jesus Christ, will both go down in the coming fiery 
trial which is moving on like a hurricane.” 
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Should Christians Have Modernist Books? 


Here is something I should like to see discussed 
in Notes on Open Letters. If, with all else that we 
have, our books are consecrated te the Lord Jesus 
for his service, can we leave modernist books in our 
library? Would we not feel unspeakable shame if 
He should walk into our homes and examine such 
books ?——A missionary from Japan. 


The late Dr. Griffith Thomas was once asked how 
he became so conservative in his theological views. 
He replied that he had become a conservative by read- 
ing modernist books. He made it his business to read 
many volumes giving the modernist’s positions and 
teachings, and the more he read of these, the more 
clearly did the weakness and unscripturalness of their 
position appear. The enemies of the truth’ defeated 
their own cause, 

Dr. Thomas’ experience does not mean ‘that all 
Christians had better read modernist books. But it 
shows that a true Christian can read such-books dis- 
cerningly and make of them an actual weapon for the 
faith. Members of the editorial staff of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs are obliged to read suchbooks and 
keep them on hand for reference and quotation when 
they are inquired of, by readers of the Times, as 
to the reliability of these books. A pastor or Sunday- 
school teacher may get valuable ammunition for the 
preaching of a sermon or the teaching of a Bible lesson 
by quoting from the writings of those who profess to 
be Christians while they take the critical attitude 
toward the Scriptures. The unscripturalness of these 
writings can often be shown with convincing clearness 
by letting them speak for themselves. And when 
other Christians are deceived by- popular unsound 
writers, and speak in commendation of such writings, 
it may be important to know for oneself wherein they 
are false, unscriptural, and harmful. 

One would hesitate to say, therefore, that Christians 
should never have modernist works in their libraries. 
The real question is, why are such books there? If 
we read and keep them in order that we may contend 
the more intelligently for “the faith once delivered,” 
and in order that we may be of greater help to those 
who are in doubt or confusion or error, our use of 
such books can honor the.name of our Lord and tes- 
tify to the truth of God’s: Word: But if such books are 
in our library because we welcome their teaching and 
are sympathetic toward the error for which they 
stand, then their presence is indeed a menace to our 
own life and a dishonor to our Lord. 

True Christians myst also keep in mind the danger 
to others, especially to young people or immature 
Christians, found in modernist books. A mature and 
discerning Christian may be able to use them profit- 
ably ; in the hands of those whose faith is not estab- 
lished. or whose discernment is not what it should be, 
such books may do great harm. 
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Fundamentals Convention . 








Cruising to California 


i Days of blessing on the way to the 


By Charles G. Trumbull 








of the steamer, singing. the old. hymns. Night 

had come down over the ocean, the myriad stars 
of a tropical sky were twinkling: overhead, and more 
than one of THE SuNpAY. SCHOOL ‘TIMES, party, who 
were joining in the singing were thanking God -for 
the precious -memories: the old hymns brought them, 
and. were lifting grateful hearts that-they were. priy- 
ileged to voyage in this Christian company to .a dis- 
tant shore’ where God’s people would, assemble from 
many parts of the- world to testify to their faith in 
the Book and the Gospel. 

Stewards and stewardesses in .the service of .the 
ship were on deck near by, resting..in steamer. chairs, 
enjoying the cool ocean breezes and listening to the 
hymns. Three of the girls in white uniforms seemed 
to be especially interested, and one of the women 
of the Times party leaned over the rail that separated 
them and said:: “Would vou girls like to read a 
little book? You all like love stories, don’t you?” 

“Oh, yes,” they laughed, “we surely do.” 

“Well, here is the sweetest one ever written. And 

it tells, near the end, just why it was written. See, 
here near the bottom of page sixty-two?” pointing 
to John 20:31. And each of the girls gladly accepted 
a copy of: an attractive illustrated: Gospel: of John. 
Mrs. Charles L. Huston of Coatesvilte, one of the 
Times group, had generously supplied these Gospels 
to all who wished to use them. 
_ These evening “Sings” on the deck were a prized 
experience of the Times delegation, and other -passen- 
gers came to listen and join in.- Still others did not 
care for them at all, and sometimes showed it. Lights 
were turned off to annoy the singers; parodies of 
hymns were sung. A burlesque of a Salvation Army 
meeting was given by a man connected with a theatrical 
party. But the next evening this man strolled over 
to the group of Times people who were singing. He 
stood and listened with quiet respect, then he accepted 
a copy of the Gospel of John. He asked Mr. Peter 
Stam, Jr., of the Times party, whether a collection 
was to be taken. Mr. Stam explained that this was 
not being done, whereat the visitor insisted on mak- 
ing a contribution of a dollar bill. When it was ex- 
plained again that no such offering was asked the 
man would take no refusal, so Mr. Stam graciously 
accepted it and explained that he would put it to good 
use in missionary work; it was given to the Million 
Testaments Campaign for Latin America conducted 
by Mr. George T. B. Davis, Mr. Stam being the 
treasurer of this Campaign. ; 


The Message of the Old Hymns 


It was interesting to note the deep. interest with 
which various passengers on board listened to the 
singing of the old hymms. Some~joined in; the lips 
of others were seen moving as. words of the hymn 
were being repeated; one man removed his eyeglasses 
to wipe a certain mistiness from his eyes, then he 
rather timidly asked that a certain. hymn might. be 
sung, “I Will Sing the Wondrous. Story.” Members 
of the ship’s crew said to more than one of the Times 
party that they had never before had people like 
this on their ship. A stewardess came to the group 
and asked them to. pray that she might recover -her 
ring that had been lost; she seemed: to have confidence 
in their prayers. 

It was the Cruise of THE SunpAY ScHoot TIMES 
party to the World’s Christian Fundamentals Conven- 
tion held at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. during 
the week of the Nineteen Hundredth-Anniversary of 
the Day of Pentecost, June 8-15. . There were forty- 
two Times delegates, and other readers not enrolled 
in the party were on board or joined the cruise later; 
the names of all are given in the footnote accompany- 
ing this article. Journeying mercies were abundantly 
given by the Lord, and from the morning when the 
massive ship moved slowly away from her pier at 
New York until she made safe harbor in California 
ports, God’s hand was manitestly on the trip and its 
members in blessing. Mr. Philip E. ‘Howard, Presi- 
dent of The Sunday School Times Company, with 
his son Philip E. Howard, Jr., an Associate Editor, 
Miss Margaret Field the Editor’s Secretary, and Miss 
Edna West of the business department, were on the 
dock to wave farewell to the Trmes party on board. 
Among the latter were Miss Le Fevre of the editorial 
staff, Mr.’and Mrs. Peter Stam, Jr.. Mr. and Mrs. 
William H. Ridgway of “The Busy Men’s.€orner,” 
and the Editor and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. 
Trumbull. The Chairman of the first Fundamentals 
Convention held in Philadelphia in 1919, Mr. Charles 
L. Huston of Coatesville, Pa., with Mrs. Huston, also 
enriched the fellowship of the group. Mr. Stam was 


Tas were -gathered- together. on the after-deok 





As this ‘isstie ‘goes to press a telegram has 

come from :Mr. Trumbull telling of blessing 
‘durmg the. first’ few days of the Convention 
“iti Los“ Aigeles. «It reads as follows: 


- ic. “Deepest spiritual-life ever. seen in any Fun- 
damentals .Convention. Every. meeting. is, swept 
by: the ‘Holy Spirit’s power. regardless of who 

- the: speakers are. At’ meeting this morning on 
the: surrendered. life when invitation was given 
175 persons arose in public surrender -to the 

- Lord.-..Let us unite in. thanksgiving and con- 
tinued. prayer for this and later Conferences.” 


In this article Mr. Trumbull tells of, many 
happy and blessed experiences of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. [rmes party en route to Los Angeles. 
The telegram is just'a foretaste of a full ac- 
count of the Convention which he will give 
TIMEs readers in an early issue. 











in charge of the trip as the acting representative of 
the Simmons Tours; his experience as a former mem- 
ber of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times staff, and now 
with the Religious Press Association, gave him in- 
valuable knowledge of much that was needed to make 
this trip a success for the members of the Times 
family,. He was indefatigable in caring for the com- 
fort of all in the party, in arranging for the meetings, 
and in looking after the shore visits. 

Sunday afternoon the first meeting of the Times 
party was held, and Mr. Wade C. Smith of “Little 
Jetts” and “Say, Fellows—” was present by ‘proxy. 
A letter from Mr. Smith was delivered on board just 
before the steamer sailed, and Mr. Trumbull read it, 
in part, at the meeting: 


This is to wish you and your great California party 
bon voyage. Mrs. Smith and I are greatly interested 
in the trip, its wonderful personnel and its momentous 
objective. We have ‘been remembering you particu- 
larly in our prayers, for the journey and all that 
you may be permitted and enabled by the Holy Spirit 
to accomplish for the Master while you are away 
from your desk. 


We wish to be remembered to our good friends 
the Hustons and the Ridgways, and to our friend 
Peter Stam. I do not understand that Mr. Howard 
or. any other members of the staff are with you; if 
so, we would include them, too. And Mrs. Trumbull; 
I do hope she was able to take this trip with you. 
How much we would have enjoyed being members of 
such a party! I dared not tell you before of my 
great desire to go; was afraid you might say some- 
thing that would tempt me to borrow the money for 
it, and that — well, it would have been a sin! It is 
unthinkable that our Editor should even unwittingly 
lend-himself to Satan to buffet one ofthe saints wit 
overpowering temptation! - : 


Now that the sailing date is so close, we are safe, 
and not even. Satan can keep us from attending you 
“in the spirit” while we stay at home and attend to 
our business. . . . As yow note the seabirds flying 
ahead and following in the wake of the Pennsylvania, 








Members of The Sunday School Times party on the steafn- 
ship “Pennsylvania” were the following: Miss Ella Brink, 
Holland, Mich.; Dr. Katharina Broeckel, Cleveland; Miss 
Anna Moody Browne, Pittsburgh; Dr. Phrania Chesbrough, 
Willoughby,.O.; Miss Ellen M;: Cordingley, Philadelphia; 
Mrs. Vadin Curtis, Keyport, N. J.; Mr. and Mrs. B. Frank- 
lin Futer, Lancaster, Pa.; Miss Ruth D. Gremmels, Mor- 
ristown, N. J.; Miss Alice E. Hanscom, Witloughby, O.; 
Mrs. John A. Harbison, Philadelphia; Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
L. Huston, Coatesville, Pa.; Miss Adah E. Irwin, Philadel- 
phia; Miss Rose C. Klingel, Newark, N. J.; Miss Laura Z. 
LeFevre, Philadelphia; Miss Florence R. Leatherman, Phil- 
adelphia; Miss Amanda D, Leeper, Media, Pa.; Mrs. C. 
H. Long, Chicago; Dr. and Mrs. J. D. Madison, Milwaukee; 
Miss Eva C. McKissick, Philadelphia; Miss Minnie M. 
Miller, Claverack, N. Y.; Mrs. James R. Phillips, Phila- 
delphia; Miss Catherine Raup, Springfield, O.; Mr. and 
Mrs. William H. Ridgway, Coatesville, Pa.; Mrs. Emma 
T. Simmington and daughter Mary, Philadelphia; Mr. and 
Mrs. S. O. Singer, Pittsburgh; Mrs. E. P. Slipp, Brainerd, 
Minn.; Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Snyder and daughter Ruth, 
Lakeworth, Fla.; Mr. and Mrs. Peter Stam, Jr., Narberth, 
Pa.; Miss Minna D. Starr, Baltimore; Dr. and Mrs. Charles 
G. Trumbu!'l, Philadelphia; Mrs. Lillian W. Wilson, Phila- 
delphia. 

Miss Mary Coleman joined the party at Los Angeles, 
and other readers of the Times taking the trip, although 
not in the official party, were Mrs. Clara Lewis Graham, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Thompson and 
daughter Ann, Trion, Ga.; and Mr. and Mrs. Ernest A. 
Tite, Cleveland, O. ' 


be reminded of. the fact that our prayers surround 
your journey, for physical safety and comfort, for 
mental rest and great spiritual refreshing. 


At this first meeting every delegate gave his or 
her name and. home town, and the acquaintanceship 
that speedily ripened into lasting friendship had_be- 
gun. The Sunday-school lesson for the day was taught 
by Mr. Huston and Mr. Ridgway, so that Sunday- 
school attendance could be recorded by those who 
wished to preserve an unbroken record. Mrs. Stam’s 
singing, at this and later meetings, brought a blessing 
to many. Mr. Trumbull made a statement as to the 
real purpose and objective of the Fundamentals Asso- 
ciation, emphasizing the importance of remembering 
that 1 Corinthians 13 is in the Book that we believe 
“from cover to cover,” and that the most effective 
testimony to the old faith is given in love rather than 
in “dogmatism with the dog prominent.” It was also 
explained that the Fundamentals movement originated, 
not, as some have mistakenly said, to preserve the 
minimum of Christian truth or the least common de- 
nominator of faith among Christians, but rather the 
maximum of Christian truth. The Fundamentals As- 
sociation has been organized to do far more than de- 
clare what it is necessary to believe in order to be 
saved; while it does declare this uncompromisingly, 
on the basis of the shed blood, death, and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, it came into being in order 
to testify to all that saved ones should believe if they 
accept the whole counsel of God. And it was shown 
that what may be called the “acid test” of Funda- 
mentalism is belief in the inspired inerrancy of the 
Holy Bible in its original autograph manuscripts. 


Scenes Along the Way 


The cruise to California from New York by way of 
the Panama Canal is a memorable and unusual expe- 
rience in travel. In the two weeks on board one sees 
greatly differing characteristics of country, peoples, 
and climates. The Latin American countries are as 
different from the United States as is Europe. It was 
very evident that we were on the shores of a foreign 
land as our steamer brought us into the famous harbor 
of Havana and tenders carried us ashore. Morro 
Castle, with its memories of the Spanish-American 
War, loomed up on the harbor front, and it was easy 
to fancy ourselves in Spain as we walked the quaint 
streets of the Cuban capital. The tropical vegetation 
was new to many, and graceful palm trees everywhere 
vied in interest with pineapple fields, bananas, bamboos, 
mango trees hanging heavy with fruit, and a profusion 
of brilliantly colored flowers. Wherever the eye turned 
Roman Catholicism and its blight were seen. It was 
a national holiday, in observance of the anniversary 
of the independence of Cuba, and special services were 
in progress in the churches. There was pathos and 
tragedy in the sight of the worshipers in church as 
they knelt before altars and images and paintings, 
repeating prayers by rote, burning candles, and suppli- 
cating saints or the mother of the Lord for answers to 
their prayers. One’s heart ached for them, and one 
longed to let the glorious light of the Gospel shine 
in that land of spiritual darkness. 

Meetings of the Times party were held on board 
every Sunday, and each Wednesday evening at mid- 
week prayer-meeting time, with other special meetings 
as occasion required. And all the time the evidences 
of God’s care and protection and unusual blessing ap- 
peared. There were a few brief periods of rough 
weather; some cloudy skies and stormy spells; but 
most of the time the seas were calm and the sunshine 
was abundant. One experience, however, was extraordi- 
nary, such as few travelers ever see. Far off to the 
starboard and ahead of us, one day, there suddenly 
appeared an immense double waterspout reaching from 
the ocean to the heavens. The day had been cloudy 
and overcast when this phenomenon of nature made 
its appearance. We were all glad it was far in the 
distance. Sharply defined at first, it gradually faded 
from view as it merged with the clouds and fog. 
The ship’s course was altered to avoid it, and the danger 
was not permitted to come even near us. One of the 
crew said he had been sailing those waters for thirty 
years and had never seen a waterspout before. 

At every port the good ship Pennsylvania was hours 
ahead of her sailing schedule. This allowed more 
time on shore at the stopping places. 

It was abundantly demonstrated that the Simmons 
Tours organization was well equipped to organize 
and direct a trip of this sort; the travel arrangements 
were most satisfactory, and the sight-seeing excur- 
sions on shore were valuable and delightful, while 
the hotel accommodations were of the best. Need- 
less to say, the Panama Pacific steamer Pennsylvania 
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could not have been surpassed in beauty, comfort, 
seaworthiness, and luxurious provision for the needs 
and entertainment of the passengers. . 

Oue can well imagine the thrill of eager anticipation 
with which we looked forward to perhaps the great- 
est engineering feat since the building of the pyramids 
of kgypt,—the Panama Canal. We were not dis- 
appointed. Slowly the Pennsylvania steamed into the 
harbor at Colon, and entered’ the first of the great 
locks. From the breakwaters of Limon Bay, in Colon 
Harbor, to Gatun Locks is a little more than six miles 
through the Canal channel. The atmosphere was like 
that of a hot house of tropical flowers and plants. 
Swamp lands lay on either side broken by bright 
green growths of luxuriant abundance, banana patches, 
and the fragrant odor of growing things. Birds and 
flowers were everywhere; even alligators made their 
appearance along the shore. \ 


At Gatun Locks our giant boat was lifted from the 
Atlantic level eighty-five feet in three steps at the rate 
of three feet a minute until we had reached Gatun 
Lake, the largest artificial lake in the world. Each 
lock is 1,000 feet long, 110 feet wide, and seventy 
feet deep. This width allows comparatively scant 
waterway between the sides of an ocean liner and the 
concrete walls of the lock; the vessel is kept in the 
center and prevented from collision with the sides by 
powerful electric locomotives, “mules,” running on 
tracks on either side of each lock, these tracks having 
cog center rails. Steel hawsers run from each “mule” 
to the boat, two of these engines pulling the boat for- 
ward and two holding back.’ Thus the steamer is kept 
directly in the center of the narrow passageway while 
moving slowly forward through the locks. As _ the 
folder issued by the International Mercantile Marine 
Company (with the approval of the Canal Administra- 
tion) explains in vivid detail : 

. “The work of locking a ship proceeds with the ut- 
most precision, and without noise. Accidents are rare, 
and are never serious, for there are many safeguards. 
No part of the electric machinery can be started until 
related parts have performed their function. Chains 
‘across each lock are designed to stop any ship that 
might get out of control and éndanger the gates. Each 
chain weighs twelve tons, and each link 110 pounds. 
Should a ship strike the chain, automatic hydraulic 
releases will pay out the chain with resistance enough 
to bring the vessel to a stop. If a 10,000 ton ship 
should strike the chain when going four knots an hour, 
she would stop in seventy-three feet, less than the 
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distance to the nearest gate. Should a gate be dam- 
aged, a second gate would prevent the escape of 
water.” 

Gatun Lake is about 164 square miles, equal in size 
to Lake Geneva, Switzerland. It is hard to believe 
that it is artificially made; it seems like one of 
Nature’s masterpieces. 

At the Pacific end of the Canal is Balboa, near 
Panama City. Balboa is a model American settlement 
in the Canal Zone administered by the United States. 
Between the two is Ancon Hill, a picturesque mount 
towering skyward on the horizon. And it is an inter- 
esting fact that the Pacific end of the Canal is east of 
the Atlantic end. This seems impossible until one 
studies the geography of the Isthmus, which runs 
from southwest to northeast, and the Canal runs from 
a northwesterly point to a southeasterly point, bringing 
travelers into the Pacific Ocean at a place consider- 
ably farther east than where they entered from the 
Atlantic, in the Caribbean Sea. 


We made an easier landing at our journey’s end 
than did Paul and those on board with him on their 
way to Rome. “They escaped all safe to land,” but 
“some of them by swimming, some on broken pieces 
of the ship,” while we were spared any shipwreck ex- 
perience and made safe harbor at Wilmington, the 
port of Los Angeles. and later at San Francisco. 

We had had a foregleam of blessing and. safe 
arrival a few evenings earlier, just before swinging 
north up the coast. Clouds and sunshine had alternated 
during the afternoon, and when sunset time approached 
there was a great mass of glorious clouds on the 
western horizon of the ocean. Off. to the north the 
clouds were rosy pink, blending into delicate opalescent 
shades. But our ship was heading due west, and 
straight ahead was : e glory! I turned to my wife 
and said, “We're heading straight for Heaven.” And 
really it_looked as though we were. Great masses 
of golden clouds were banked high in the west, the 
sun was partly concealed as the shafts of golden light 
came through, and it seemed as though the steamer 
simply wouldn’t stop until we reached God’s Throne! 
I have seen many wonder‘ul sunsets in my life; one 
that I well remember over the mountains of China, 
off the Yellow Sea, and an unforgettable sunset in 
Scotland as our steamer came up the Clyde. But I do 
not recall ever having had our steamer head directly 
into the glory as she did that evening a fortnight ago. 
I hope it is a sign of our Lord’s near return! 

Los ANGELES. 








From Church Membership to Atheism | 


The dangers of nominal Christianity and 
sympathy for the enemies of Christ 





By Maud Howe, Canedinn Christion Crusede 














‘‘We should bring our children up,’’ said a recent atheist publication, ‘‘in the full realization that whatever 


they have is not a gift of some mystic Jesus, or a disguised capitalist . 


. . let us teach them to hate, and 


finally to fight.’’ Such teaching has already taken effect in large numbers of lives. In this eighth article 


of the series, of which others will be published in coming issues, Mrs. 


Howe gives tragic instances of those 


who ‘‘ concerning faith have made shipwreck.’’ 


natural death, and a spiritual death. “That 

which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that 
I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:6-8). “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life’ (John 3: 36). 

Here are statements and letters from men and wo- 
men who have no experience of the second birth. 

“I remember as a little chap saying my prayers by 
my mother’s knee, and I remember going to the vil- 
lage Sunday-school, too,—a little square building it 
was. I can see it now,” he added, wistfully I thought. 

“I hope to spend the last years of my life (I am 
eighty-one this year) in stamping out this cult of 
a ame the greatest curse that ever befell man- 

ind. 

Surely there were two men, not one, speaking; 
the first a tender-voiced old man, with eyes turned 
back to holiness; the second, strident, harsh, his whole 
being energized by anger and hate. Yet my caller 
was one man, courteous enough personally. All his 
bitterness was against the One whom he had never 
met, for he had not been born again, his eyes were 
not open, and he could not “see Jesus.” 


“My husband and I were both Sunday-school 
teachers, but there was nothing to it. Then we became 
Socialists; now we are materialists out-and-out.” 

“Were you happy in your Sunday-school work? 
What did you do?” 

“We tried to give the kiddies a pleasant hour; read 
a tale mostly. Now we give them a really good time 
on earth, instead of an imaginary heaven.” 


T satura is a natural birth, and a spiritual birth; a 


“What a pity you never met the Christ!” 

“Yes, maybe it was a pity, if there is a Christ.” 

“But I thought you were Sunday-school teachers, 
you and your husband?” 

“We were, we wanted to help, and they were short 
of teachers. They told us it would be all right to 
read a story and keep them interested.” 

“What stories did you choose, if I may ask?” 

“Oh, any old thing — quite proper ones, of course.” 

“Say, you’re not by any chance one of these Blood- 
washing devotees, are you?” (This in answer to a 
protest made by the writer against classing Jesus 
Christ along witlr “other prophets.” ) 

“I am a Christian, if that is what you mean.” 

“So am I a Christian.” 

“But I believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.” 

“So do I—I believe in Jesus (without the Christ) 
as a (not the) son of God.” 


“As a Christian believer up to the age of twenty-two 
years, I had ample opportunity to become acquainted 
with Christianity, yet facts forced me to give it up.” 
(The writer of this letter is the present President of 
the American Association for the Advancement of 
Atheism. ) 


“I am utterly: unsatisfied. I have worked the flesh 
off my bones, helping all sorts of good works, and one 
could go on for ever; case of the ‘willing horse.’ ” 


From all quarters they come — letters, appeals, con- 
fidences, prayer-requests. I have now seventy such 
requests for God’s people to bear up to him continually, 
looking for the answer, in faith, that God will per- 
form that which he has promised. “If ye shall ask 
.-. 1 will do” (John 14: 14). 

From such a position as some of the above state- 
ments indicate, it is a mere step to spiritual death and 
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aggressive unbelief. The atheists say: “It will be the 
policy of atheists to send representatives abroad to 
conduct atheistic propaganda and expose the true 
nature of Christianity.” 

The first atheist missionary sailed to Sweden in 
1927, and (praise God) the first Canadian Christian 
Crusade missionary was installed in Roumania in May. 

Atheist plans for the future are set forth in the 
following quotations: 

“Christianity, as one of the worst forms of Theism, 
must give way for the Humanism of the enlightened 
pagans, wherein man, not God, is the measure of 
things.” 

“The ancient Greeks hurled back the. Asiatic armies 
of Darius, but alas! there was no Marathon or Salamis 
to-check and expel the invasion of Asiatic ideas under 
Saul of Tarsus. Be it our task to fetrieve'the dis- 
aster, or fall as fell the Spartans at Thermopyle.” 

“The morality lie will be refuted. Faith in the 
supernatural neither insures nor promotes good con- 
duct. On the contrary, as we shall prove by the rec- 
ord of the clergy and by the history of the churches, 
there is nothing so deadening to the moral sense as 
religion.” 

“We shall popularize the thoughts of the atheists 
ofall time.” (This statement was followed by about 
five hundred outstanding and well-known names, 
claimed by the atheists as eligible for membership 
in their Association. ) : 

Then there is the blatant denial of the existence of 
a beneficent God in terms such as: the following: 

“In short, belief: in God is an expression of the vile 
conditions on earth; it is the belief in slavery, which 
is present, as it were, not only on earth, but in-the 
whole universe besides. It is; of course, clear that 
there is no truth in these things. And it is also clear 
that these fairy tales are a hindrance in the path of 
human progress. Humanity will not advance until 
it has become accustomed to seek for a phenomenon 
as its natural explanation .'. . but when, instead of 
explanations, faith is put in God and in saints, or in 
the devils and wood-sprites, there is no likelihood that 
any useful purpose will be attained — really, religious 
people are not fit for any kind of fighting.- Religion, 
therefore, not only causes the people to remain in a 
state of barbarism, but fits them also for the condi- 
tion of slavery. The religious man is more ready to 
accept everything without a murmur (since everything, 
of course, comes from God) and to submit to the 
powers that be, and to suffer in patience (for every- 
thing will be repaid a hundredfold up yonder).~ It 
is therefore not surprising that the powers in control 
under capitalism should consider religion an extremely 
useful instrument for the deceiving of the people.” 

“Socialism is logical only when it denies the exist- 
ence of God” (New Yorker Volke-Zeitung). Yet 
Communists have led some church leaders: to look 
upon Commitinism as a humanitarian movement; when, 
in fact, Communism is an antichristian. movement that 
accomplishes its end through fraud and: deception. For 
“every conscious Communist is an atheist. The Com- 
munist Party exists not merely to liberate the workers 
from economic and political thraldom, but to free 
them idealogically. Hence, the work of liberation 
frem old, fossilized ideas, from religious obscurantism, 
must begin within the party ranks. Communists must 
understand that Marxism denotes: a clearly defined 
uniform concept of life, of which atheism is a consist- 
ent element. Propaganda among the workers must 
be conducted most carefully” (Extract from a Com- 
munist paper, 1923). 

The ‘Arch-Enemy has indeed blinded the eyes o 
them that believe not in God. An example of such 
blindness, resulting in motley confusion of thought, is 
seen in the following: 

“In spite of the fact that a very strong case can 
be made against Communists, there has been a real 
spiritual liberation in Russia which has followed the 
revolution. For Communism is a _ spiritual force. 
It holds up the ideal of economic liberty and equality. 
Communism is not free from intellectual error. It is 
blind, it is dogmatic, but it has made its way in spite 
of these faults by its idealism and its spiritual hope 
rather than its materialistic promise.” 

Surely it is time the women of our land rose 
en masse to warn, guide, and help those who are be- 
ing lured into a net of atheism and atheistic “ideals,” 
ideals that strike at the very root of home life, law- 
ful obedience to parents, marriage, and purity. 

Surely it is time that our men massed their strength 
to protect their children and women folk against 
robbery of the real strength of any nation: honor, 
chivalry, and the fear of God. 

Here are some of the atheistic ideals: 

“The home is to be-destroyed, religion is to be 
stamped out, marriage is to be only a matter of civil 
contract, divorce is to be obtainable at will, and chil- 
dren are to be taken from their mothers and made 
the property of the State.” 

Since this program was written and broadcast the 
proposals contained therein have made great advance 
in practice. 

Again we read in an article entitled “To Parents”: 

“Children in England (and elsewhere) are being 
baptized into the Communist faith. When they are 
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a little older they are. taught. such. beliefs as these.in 
Communist Sunday-schools in:this ‘country: 


Thou shalt not be a patriot, 

Thou shalt teach revolution, 

Thou shalt wage class war. ; 

Every man and -woman -has an. equal right to an equal 
share in the product of their collective labour. 

Thou shalt demand on .behalf of your class the complete 
surrender of the capitalist class and all the means of 
production, distribution, and exchange, with the land 
and all that it contains, and by doing.so.shalt establish 
class ‘rule. (From “Ten Proletarian Maxims.”’) 


“In.connection with the training of children. special . 


elubs .are organized; trips into the country .are. ar- 
ranged, and mimic wariare is practiced. The chil- 
dren are taught how to spy out the land. for .attack 
and defense, and how to creep through a line of out- 
posts (always supposed to be capitalist or bourgeois 
troops). 

“The older children are even taught the principles 
of street fighting and how to blow up bridges, render 
roads useless, and a dozen other forms of warfare. 

“Special teachers are trained to give these lessons, 
and part of their duty is also to direct the reading of 
fiction of a revolutionary tendency, the staging of 
revolutionary plays, and the singing of revolutionary 
songs.” 

This leaflet adds a word of advice that “parents 
should be on their guard against plausible men and 
women who invite their children to attend Sunday- 
schools and join clubs and other organizations.” They 
urge that “before the children become members, par- 
ents make sure that it is not a Communist move to 
corrupt their minds and bodies.” 

Another article from England charges that “an 


-attack on religion is carried on in the Communist 


Sunday-schools.” It reports that one order from Mos- 
cow received in England reads, “Obliterate all moral 
tendencies in the work amongst the children.” An 
oath that the children are taught has this in it: “And 
I do swear that I will bear true allegiance to my 
class, . . . according to the class struggle, without 
any ie 
The tendency toward the abolition of family rela- 
tions is evident in Russia, and many may think it has 
spread into other countries but not into ours. We 
are in a position to warn the men and women of 
America and Canada, as well as England, that the 
same tendency is here. Under date of May, 1927, in 
a daily paper’ was the report of a unique ceremony 
scheduled to take place in America. A number of new- 
born babies of Communist members publicly received 
their names and were enrolled in the local branch 
of the children’s Communist society known as “The 
Young Pioneers.” ‘The ceremony is arranged as an 
annual affair and is intended to replace “bourgeois 
christening.” Other features of the program in- 
cluded addresses that were purported to expose “the 
treacherous rule which organized religion plays in the 
lives of the workers from the cradle to the grave.” 

The overwhelming. growth of this children’s move- 
ment is not a myth, and as it has been well said, “The 
future lies in the hands of our youth.” 

The Canadian Christian Crusade has time and again 
emphasized its position of being in no sense of the 
word a political party; it is a missionary society out 
to combat atheism. Communism as a political issue 
is outside its territory; Dut a communism that makes 
atheism one of the bulwarks of its belief brings the 
need for gravest warning against any cult propagating 
blasphemy and open denial of the living God in the 
person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

From every quarter come requests for help from those 
who are only born once in the natural realm. “Ye 
must be born again,” is our Lord’s command. 

When I was at college a certain teacher and I often 
talked on vital matters. She was a kind woman of high 
moral character, and her mother, with whom she lived, 
was likewise a well-meaning nominal Christian.- They 
could not understand the need of Christ’s sacrificial 
death for sin. I remember my friend saying to me, 
“You have an exaggerated sense of your own sins, 
my dear,” and she went on to point out how her peo- 
ple had always gone to church, kept the law, relieved 
distress, and the like. Coie 

She was a charming woman, and I longed for her 

to know my Friend, but she could not entertain any 
idea of personal intimate contact: with Jesus Christ 
and doubted very much the truth of-his return. 
* I lost sight of her for a time after leaving college, 
until one day I received an urgent message that she 
was dying and would like to see me. Her faith in 
works had gone, and she eagerly seized the good news 
of Christ’s blood-bought salvation and forgiveness for 
all sin, realizing that to be guilty in one sin is to be 
guilty of all. She so gladly accepted as her Substitute 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I recall still the horror with which I had often heard 
her speak of disliking the “shambels of the cross” 
(she did not understand the awful blasphemy), and 
with what joy in her dire need she embraced a blood- 
bought salvation, and experienced the new birth. 

The pity of it, that so many refuse God’s way. 

Only today I heard of a young man, eager, keen, 
a church member, who asked a friend of mine to ad- 
dress his Bible class of young men. 
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“Are they. saved?” he was.asked. 
“Saved? —er,. yes, of course.” 
“Are you.saved?” came the searching question, 

“What do.you mean? I’m a church member. and 
do all the good I can.” 

-It took. much tact and inward prayer to a mighty 
God to bring home the unpalatable truth that he 
was really dead in sins; but what gladness, and free- 
dom, and rest in working lie ahead now for that new- 
bern Christian. 

There is no answer to atheism, except Christ. No 

one can “see Jesus” unless by the new birth his eyes 
are opened. 
* Another. brief discussion from the series, “Scripture 
Difficulties Answered,” being issued by the Canadian 
Christian Crusade, and mentioned in last week’s issue 
of the TiMEs, is as follows: 


Question: Why did the sun stand still? 


Answer: The reason is given in Joshua 10: 13, and 
it is evident therefrom and from the context (vs. 8 to 
20) that by sundown the victory was not nearly in ac- 
cordance with the promise of verse 8, which Joshua him- 
self fully realized (v, 12), and so the Creator of the 
universe, to make the victory complete and fulfill his 
promise, worked a miracle. That is not the only one in 
connection with the sun which is mentioned in Scripture. 
For example: 


go The shadow going back (2 Kings 20:11; Isa. 
USys 


3 
(2) The sun to go down at noon (Amos 8:9). 


(3) The sun to be darkened (Isa. 13: 10; Ezek. 32:7; 
Joel.2:.10, 333. 3:15; Matt. 24:29; Rev. 6:12; 8: 12; 
16: 3, @): 


(4) The sixth hour of Luke 23: 44, 45 corresponds to 
midday with us. 
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The Victorious Life 








ELEGATES to the Victorious Life Conference 

at Keswick Grove, N. J., July 5-13, will have the 
great privilege of hearing Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan 
Goforth, who have had an unusually long and fruit- 
ful missionary service in China. They are well known 
to TIMEs readers, and have spoken at former Victo- 
rious Life Conferences. 





There are many Christian people who feel the need 
of the blessing that comes from attendance at one of 
the summer conferences, but who are not financially 
able to attend. Among these are native Christians 
from foreign lands visiting in America. Those who 
would like to extend the ministry of the conferences 
by making it possible for others to be present may 
send gifts to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80-82 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





The conferences for the coming summer are as fol- 
lows: 


July § tO 13 cccccccccccccccccccccces Victorious Life Conference 
July 19 tO 27 ccccccccccccccccvccecs bi ps i 
August f tO 10 ccccccecsccccesane = ~ 


August 16 tO 24 cccccccccccepaccce “ te “ 
August 29 to September 1 ..Labor Day Week-End Conference 


For informatica and registration write to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








A missionary’s experiences with . 
Chinese pirates 
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“In Perils of Robbers” 


By Ernest Gordon 
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ISS MONSON is a Norwegian of thirty years’ 
M veteran. service in China. She is constantly 

holding revival services among the Chinese 
churchcs, and on one of her journeys by sea was on 
a steamer overpowered by pirates who had taken pas- 
sage in disguise. 

“The words came to me,” writes Miss Monson, 
“ ‘This is the trial.of your faith. Fear not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteous- 
ness.’”” The sea was high. 

“We had twenty robbers on the ship. Later on we 
had from fifty to sixty, and we had a lively time. 
After they had got the guns they looted every junk 
they came across, and there were many. My cabin 
door was opened and a man was pushed in by another 
and the door closed. I felt as if the Devil himself 
were there. His face and hands were covered with 
open sores. He sat down on my suit case and almost 
breathed into my face. I repeated the promises that 
have been so precious to me many times in Honan, 
‘The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them.’ ‘For I, saith the 
Lord, will be unto her a wall of fre . . . This 
man could not get through the fire. I asked him 
if his mother still lived and her age. She was 
about my age. Then I asked about his father and 
brothers. We had a good long talk, and when he 
went out he had tears in his eyes. I never saw him 
near my door again.” 


For nine days Miss Monson lived on a few apples, 
biscuits, and some chocolate she had brought with her. 
“After nine days I had nothing to eat, but I knew the 
Lord would provide. The tenth day in the morning 
just before daylight, I heard some one scratching at 
my door. I opened and there was the second officer. 
He said, ‘I have a box of eggs. I bought them in 
Tientsin with my own money, clean money [Miss Mon- 
son had refused to take stolen food]; also a box of 
Chinese cakes, and you can have them all.’ -From that 
day he came every morning just before daylight and 
brought’ the eggs boiled. From the tenth day to the 
end of the twenty-three days I had one egg for break- 
fast, one or two eggs for the noon meal, and one egg 
for supper. In the middle of the forenoon I had one 
of those sweet cakes, and again in the middle of the 
afternoon another. I prayed that the Lord would 
make that egg into a real meal and he did. When 
I had eaten one egg I was so satisfied.” 

The pirates came again and again asking if Miss 
Monson did not want food. “No,” she always said, 
“T can’t eat what you have looted.” 

“Then you will die!” 

“T can die,” she replied, “but you need not fear. 
My Father is able to keep me alive.” 

“One of the pirates came to me with tears in his 
eyes and said, ‘Pastor!’ (I had been ‘pastor’ for twen- 


ty-three days). ‘When I am eating my food I cannot 
get it down when I think that you have nothing to 
eat.’” . 

The sanitary condition of the ship was simply. fear- 
ful. “I prayed about it and came to the conclusion 
that the Lord who makes the winds and waves his 
servants could make the robbers my servants. They 
smoked opium outside my cabin in the evening. I 
spoke to the chief, an educated man, and told him 
that the ship should be swept and washed every 
morning. He looked at me and said, ‘As the Pastor 
says so it shall be,’ and ordered the crew to do this. 
The next night I had opportunity to tell him that 
the passengers confined below needed fresh air and 
asked him to open the doors on both sides. He obeyed, 
and the same way with the drinking water. He did 
all that I told him. As to drinking water I got 
enough, but no washing water for twenty-three days; 
but I had a rag and would drop a few drops of drink- 
ing water on it. 

“The chief came every night and sat outside my 
door, and we talked for hours. The last night before 
leaving the ship I spent two hours telling him of the 
Lord’s return to take his own people to himself and 
of the great tribulation that is to be on the earth. 
I must confess that the day I saw those robbers leave 
the ship I sighed because my work among them 
was done. 

“I was filled with peace all the time and delivered 
from my natural impatience. The robbers tried in 
many ways to make me impatient. They said, ‘Can 
you understand the peace she has got? You see it 
on her face. Look at the other passengers. They 
look more yellow and worn and impatient every day.’ 
I knew it was so and thanked God. When they asked 
if I were impatient to get ashore I replied, ‘No, the 
Lord has sent me to preach the Gospel and at present 
he wants me to preach it to you. It does not matter 
to whom I preach it.’” 

They debated again and again whether to carry 
Miss Monson off with them when they should scuttle 
the ship. The order came to tell the foreigner to 
get into the junk, the day before deliverance came. 
“The man opened my door, stood facing me, and we 
were staring at each other for about five minutes. At 
last he banged the door, and I heard him say, ‘I can’t 
tell her that she is to be carried off. It will be wrong- 
ing her a second time.’ ” 

When at last the gunboat came (it was three o’clock 
on a Sunday afternoon) and started in pursuit of the 
vessel, Miss Monson heard the pirates say continually, 
“We must have the foreign face with us. They won't 
shoot us if we have the foreign face.” But others 
returned, “What’s the use? She has not eaten for 
twenty-three days. She will not be able to walk or 
run.” So they abandoned the thought and disap- 
peared, in a junk, leaving Miss Monson in freedom. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 2. JULY 13. JACOB. 


International Uniform Lesson.— Genesis 25 : 19-34; chapters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47:12 


Golden Text.—For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? — Matt. 16: 26 





(A Selfish Man Transformed) 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
My Saviour, Thou hast offered rest: 
O give it then, to me; 
The rest of ceasing — myself, 
To find my all in ee. 
, —Bishop H. C. G. Moule. 


The Practical Aim 


HE failure of Jacob’s life was the gap between 
his inward experiences of God’s goodness and 
his outward conduct.. We have to teach the 
pupils the importance of getting the inner and the 
outer sections of life into conformity one with the 
other. At the same time we must not lose the great 
opportunity that this study affords us of pointing out 
the free grace of God to undeserving people. 
The Historical Setting 
In the last lesson we estimated the date of Abra- 
ham’s death as 1821 B. C. This is according to 
Ussher’s dates, the ones which are printed in the 
margins of most Bibles. Anstey makes Abraham's 
death 1942 B. C. But estimating Ussher’s dates as 
approximately correct, we may calculate the following 
dates for Jacob’s life. 


(1) Isaac was born when Abraham was one hun- 
dred years old (Gen. 21: 5), that is, 1896 B. C. 


(2) Esau and Jacob were born when Isaac was 
sixty (Gen. 25:26), that is, 1836 B. C. 

(3) Esau married forty years later (Gen. 26:34), 
that is, 1796 B. C. 

(4) Jacob left home at the age of seventy-seven, 
that is, 1759 B. C. 


(5) He married both Rachel and Leah seven years 
later (Gen. 29: 18-30), that is, 1752 B. C. 

(6) Jacob remained with Laban twenty years (Gen. 
31:38), that is, he left Laban 1739 B. C. At this 
time Joseph was six years old. Jacob was aged 
ninety-one when Joseph was born. He was the son 
of Jacob’s old age (Gen. 37:3). 

(7) Jacob died at the age of 147 (Gen. 47:28), 
that is, 1689 B. C., at which time Joseph was fifty-six. 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 25:29.—Jacob sod pottage. Boiled soup. 
We do not now use the English verb except in the 
participial form “sodden.” 


Verse 30.—That same red pottage. It was a dish 
of the brown-red lentils which still forms a favorite 
dish in Syria and Egypt. Edom. This means red. 
People often received in ancient times nicknames that 
entirely obscured their proper names. Such _nick- 
names were often given from the most trivial cir- 
cumstance, though sometimes, as here, the apparent 
triviality was really fraught with significant conse- 
quences. We may compare some of the titles of the 
kings of England or France, such as Edward Long- 
shanks or Charles Martel. 


Verse 31.—Sell me this day thy birthright. This 
birthright consisted afterward in a double portion of 
the father’s inheritance (Deut. 21:17). But with the 
patriarchs it embraced the chieftainship, the rule over 
the brethren and the entire tribe (27:29), and the 
title to the blessing of the promise which included the 
future possession of Canaan and of covenant fellow- 
ship with Jehovah (28:4). Jacob knew this, and the 
knowledge led him to obtain by scheming that which 
could in the nature of the case only properly be be- 
stowed upon one who was in right relationship with 
God. Esau also knew it, but attached no value to it. 
The only thing of value to him was the sensuous en- 
joyment of the present. The spiritual blessings of 
the future his carnal mind was unable to appreciate. 
This is what is meant when it is declared that Esau 
was a “profane” man (Heb. 12:16). Esau lost the 
birthright because his disposition was fleshly. The 
frivolity with which he bartered away spiritual lead- 
ership for a dish of lentils showed him to be unfit 
to be the heir and possessor of the promised grace. 
Note the consequences to Esau’s posterity which were 
involved in their father’s folly (Ezek. 35: 3-10). On 
the other hand, Jacob’s conduct is not justified either 
here or elsewhere in Scripture. His was the mistake 
of seeking to obtain spiritual blessings by carnal means. 

Chapter 28:18.— Set it up for a pillar. Thus the 
stone became for Jacob a monument to commemorate 
the revelation he had received from God. Poured oil 
upon the top of it. Thus he consecrated the stone 
not as an idol or object of worship, but as a memorial 
of divine goodness. Such a practice afterward re- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 1g: 7-14. 
Primary Topic: Learning to be Unselfish. 
Lesson Material: Genesis 25: 27-34; 28: 18-22; 33: 1-4. 
Memory Verse: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee. 
—Isa. 41: 10. 
Junior Topic: Learning to be Unselfish. 
Lesson Material; Genesis 25 : 27-34; 28: 18-22; 33: 1-4, 18. 
Memory Verse: For what is a man profited, if he shal! gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul 7—Matt. 16 : 26a. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: What Does it Mean to be Honest? 
Topic for Young People and Adults: L ing Experi 














The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
425 : 20-34; 28: 18-22; 29: 18-20; 33: 1-4, 1 


28:29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the 
field, and he was faint: 

30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his 
name called Edom. 

31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and 
what profit shall this birthright do to me? 

33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware 
unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; 
and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his 
way: thus Esau despised his birthright. 


28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and 
took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 

19 And he called the name of that place Beth-el: but the 
name of that city was called Luz at the first. 

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 

21 So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; 
then shall the Lord be my God: 

22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall 
be God’s house: and of ail that thou shalt give me ! will 
surely give the tenth unto thee. 

29:18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve 
thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 

19 And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, 
than that I should give her to another man: abide with 
me. 

20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they 


—— unto him but a few days, for the love he had to 
er. 


33:1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, be- 
hold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And 
he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and 
unto the two handmaids. 

2 And he put the handmaids and their children fore- 
most, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and 
Joseph hindermost. 

3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to 
the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 

4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. 

18 And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which 
is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram; 
and pitched his tent before the city. 








—_ formal recognition (cf. Exod. 30:26; Nura. 
or); 


Verse 19.—The name of that city was called Lus. 
Luz means either an almond or a piece of bone. It is 





Bargains 
By Amos R. Wells 


ACOB sold his pottage to a rash and hungry man. 

Jacob gained the birthright and the headship of 

the clan. Jacob sold his honor and he gained a 
brother’s hate. Jacob sold his father’s trust and won 
an exile’s fate. Jacob sold his truthfulness and he 
was tricked in turn, met his match in Laban—a 
lesson hard to learn: seven years for Rachel, and 
seven years again, most unhappy bargain for the 
trickiest of men! Jacob matching Laban in flocks 
of goats and sheep, Jacob growing richer with many 
a crafty sweep; Jacob gaining exile and forced again 
to roam, stealing like a vagabond from his second 
home. Jacob with his riches, his wives and children 
dear, learns of Esau’s coming and groans in deadly 
fear; knows at last his trickery’s final, awful cost; 
sees his gainful bargains all condemned and lost. 
Jacob by the Jabbok struggling there with God, 
wrestling through the midnight, bends beneath the 
rod; feels himself defeated by his heavenly foe; 
clings a humble suppliant and will not let him go. 
Then the night departed and day was in the sky. 
Then he crossed Penuel, halting on his thigh. 
Then his final bargain gloriously remained: what 
he lost to Heaven he forever gained! 











not certain which is the more primitive meaning. 
And Luz may have received its name either from 
almond trees growing in its neighborhood, or from . 
the fact of its being in the hill country and thus, as 
it were, on a ridge of the backbone of the land. When 
the new city was afterward built, Luz evidently be- 
came derelict. But the sites of the two were not 
actually identical as may be seen from Joshua 16:2. 
We may compare the case of Nanking. The city has 
so changed its site that within the walls are open spaces 
and a good deal of country, while outside you have 
crowded streets. 


Verse 20—Jacob vowed a vow. The terms of this 
vow are thoroughly in keeping with the character of 
Jacob. They form a kind of limited liability contract. 
=a this view with Job’s expression of trust (Job 
13: 15). 

Verse 22.—This stone ... shall be God’s house. 
Probably Jacob meant that he would build a place 
of worship at Bethel if he ever had the opportunity. 
This was accomplished so far as the erection of an 
altar was concerned (35:7). God afterward revealed 
it as his will that the house should be built not at 
Bethel but at Jerusalem (Deut. 12:5). 

I will surely give the tenth unto thee. Tithing was 
already an established custom (cf. chap. 14:20). It 
receives further signification from this circumstance 
as being in agreement with the mind of God. The 
giving of the tenth of one’s income is a practical ac- 
knowledgment that all comes from God 


Chapter 29:18—I will serve thee seven years. 
After a full month (v. 14) Laban found that Jacob 
was a good and useful shepherd. Laban’s innate self- 
ishness and cunning come out under the guise of jus- 
tice and kindness. To preclude all claim on Jacob’s 
part to gratitude or affection in return for his serv- 
ices he proposes to pay him like an ordinary servant. 
Jacob has fallen in love with Rachel because of her 
beauty. The elder daughter Leah had weak eyes, and 
consequently was not so good-looking. Bright eyes 
are regarded as a great mark of beauty in the East. 
Laban agreed to this. He would rather give his 
daughter to a relative than to a stranger. Jacob, on 
his part, was not in a position to offer the usual dowry. 
Neither was he able to return home on account of his 
feud with Esau. Jacob therefore makes a virtue of 
necessity and thus seeks to outwit Laban. He vir- 
tually proposes to get Rachel for nothing, since he 
must remain an exile from his home and he may as 
well remain with Laban as anywhere eise. Laban, 
with equal cunning, plans to make use of labor that 
is both cheap and efficient for the care of his flocks. 


Verse 20.—They seemed unto him but a few days. 
This does not imply that the waiting time did not seem 
long but that it seemed to Jacob so little a price to 
pay for so great a prize. Jacob’s love for Rachel 
was one of the few redeeming and ennobling traits in 
his character. 


Chapter 33:1——He divided the children. In spite 
of God’s marvelous dealings with him the night be- 
fore he is still the same Jacob, —timorous, cunning, 
crafty. All this is very far removed from the walk 
of a true faith. 


Verse 3—He .. . bowed himself to the ground. 
This seems to have been prompted by mingled motives. 
There was reverence for his brother as the elder. 
There was perhaps some compunction of conscience for 
the past years of treachery and deceit. And probably 
more than all there was fear. Note that in verse 5 
Jacob avoids using the word Jehovah in referring to 
God. Thus he seeks to prevent the circumstance of 
pe My chat blessing being brought back to Esau’s 
mind. 

Verse 18.—We should probably translate this verse, 
“And Jacob came in safety to the city of Shechem in 
the land of Canaan.” 

Golden Topics 


1. Jacob as he was in himself. Jacob’s is one of 
the least attractive of all the characters of God’s peo- 
ple in the Bible. He was mean, selfish, crafty, cow- 
ardly. The only thing about him at all attractive 
was his really devoted love for Rachel. We have 
not much to go upon in the way of estimating her 
character, but she was, humanly speaking, the one 
person who could lift Jacob out of himself and in- 
spire him with thought and care for anyone. 

2. The God of Jacob. Because of what Jacob was 
it follows that the most wonderful and greatest title 
of God ever given is “the God of Jacob.” If God 
could be Jacob’s God he could be anybody’s. And 
therefore there is hope, for the basest and weakest of 
us. If God could transform Jacob he can transform 
anybody. God’s dealings with Jacob were all of mere 
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grace. Jacob had nothing to merit God’s goodness 
but everything to deserve God’s severity. 


3. God’s dealings with Jacob. These were all of 
grace, yet also they had in them wholesome discipline. 
Of Jacob it might well be said, as it was said of his 
descendants centuries afterward, “Thou wast a God 
that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance 
of their inventions” (Psa. 99:8). Jacob was never 
forsaken. But he was permitted to reap the shame and 
sorrow of his self-chosen way. 


4. Jacob as an illustration and epitome of the his- 
tory of his people in its present dispersion. He was 
(1) out of the land which is the place of blessing both 
for him and them. (2) He was without an altar (cf. 
Hos. 3:4, 5). (3) He gained an evil name (cf. Gen. 
31:1; Rom. 2:17-24). But (4) he was under the 
covenant care of Jehovah (Gen. 28:13, 14; Rom. 11: 
I, 25-30). And (5) he was ultimately brought back 
(Gen. 31:3; 35:1-4; Ezek. 37: 21-23). 


Final Word 


Though like the wanderer, 
he sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone, 
Yet in my dreams I’d be 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 


Then, with my waking thoughts 
Bright with Thy praise, 
. Out of my stony griefs 
Bethel I'll raise ; 
So by my woes to 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HERE did Jacob first show his grasping and schem- 
ing nature? 


2. Where did he reveal his spiritual possibilities, com- 
bined with his natural and lower traits? 


3. If it was God’s plan for Jacob to supplant Esau, 
what was wrong with Jacob’s attempt to do so? 


4. What Bible character in similar circumstances acted 
differently ? 


5. In what way did Jacob receive punishment for what 
he did? 
6. How was Jacob’s punishment peculiarly appropriate ? 


7. In the midst of so much that is ugly in Jacob’s_ 


nature, what may we see that makes us love him? 

8. Where does Jacob’s best self, his redeemed nature, 
show itself ? 

9. What great practical lesson does Jacob’s life teach 
us? : 

10. In what way is Jacob’s a key-character in Scrip- 
ture? 

11. As Christians see in Jacob’s life a striking reflec- 
tion of their own, what impr€ssive statement of Paul’s to 
the Romans comes to us with blessed assurance? 

12. What characteristic of the Bible as a faithful rec- 
ord <n forth impressively in the account of Jacob’s 
career 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


* ‘ 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTERIALS: Three pictures, one of Henry 
Ford, one of Caruso, and one of William How- 
ard Taft. 











HICH would you rather have, money, or fame, 
or honor? 

Here we have the picture of one of the world’s 
wealthiest men, and one who has had a measure of 
fame and honor as, well,—‘Henry Ford. 

Then you all know this man, one of the greatest 
singers of all time, with a voice so superb that all 
other tenors are compared, generally to their detri- 
ment, with him, — Enrico Caruso. 

Recently one of America’s most distinguished citi- 
zens died. No other man has had quite the honors 
that were his, — President of the United States, and 
eet Justice of the Supreme Court, William Howard 

ait. 

Each of these men, in his own sphere, reached the 
very top; each one “gained the whole world.” But 
as I Jook .at their pictures, I wonder about their 
souls. “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
‘Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the 'yéar may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Compasy, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 6—Abraham. (A Pioneer of Faith.) 
Gen, 12: 1-5; 13: 1-12; 17: 1-8; 18 : 22-33; Heb. 11 : 8-10 
2. July 13.—Jacob. (A Selfish Man Transformed.) 
Gen. 25: 19-34; chapters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47:12 
3. July 20.—Moses. (A Courageous Leader.) 
Exod. 1 : 8-143 2: 1-22; 3: 1-14; If: 1-10; 32: 30- 
35; Deut. 34:1-8; Heb. 11 : 23-29 
4. July 27—Deborah. (May be used with Temperance 
Applications.) (A Leader in a National Emer- 


BENCY.)  cccvcccccccccccccccvccvessssccccscess Judges 4: 1-1§ 
s. August 3.—Naomi and Ruth. (A Study in Racial 
Relationships.) ........ wbceehrsiae tes The Book of Ruth 


6. August 10.—Hannah. (A Godly Mother.) 

1 Samuel 1 : 1-28; 4: 1-11, 18, 19; 3: 1-18 

yg. August 17.—Saul. (A “Man of Great Possibilities 

who Failed.) ....1 Sam, 8 to 11; 13, 15; 16 : 14-233 
19 : 9-12; 28; 31 

8 August 24.—Jonathan and David. (A Noble Friend- 
ship.) ..1 Sam. 18:1-4; 19: 1-7; 20; 2 Sam. 1 : 17-27 

9. August 31.—Amos. (A Herdsman Called of God to 
be a Prophet.) .cccrcccccccseccceces The Book of Amos 

10, September 7.—Josiah. (May be Used with Temper- 

ance Applications.) (A Royal Reformer.) 2 Kings 
22; 23:1-3, 21-25; 2 Chron. 34 and 35 

11, September 14.—Jeremiah, (The Prophet of Individual 


Religion.) ....ccccccccces Jer. 1: 1-10; 1437-22; 31 : 27°34 
12. September 21.—Jonah, (The Narrow Nationalist 
Reebuked.) ...ccccccsccccsccsccccsece The Book of Jonah 


~ 33. September 28.—Review. The Greatness of the God-fearing 








whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a 
man give in. exchange for his soul?” 

Our selfish hearts love money and fame and honor, 
and unregenerate man spends a lifetime gaining them, 
but in God’s sight they count for nothing. It makes 
no difference whether you are the richest or the poor- 
est of men, the most famous or an unknown, there is 
but one way of salvation for the soul,—through the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ shed on Calvary’s 
cross. 

Jacob started life as a cunning, crafty, selfish man, 
greedy for gain. Because of this, his path lay through 
grief and sorrow, famine and exile, but God led him 
on, and the man who had been called the “supplanter,” 
became-a “prince with God.” 


Mount Hermon, CAL, 
we 


‘The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Thus-ers.”—Thus Esau despised birthright 
(25:34). As I write this note there has just died 
in England a great evangelistic preacher in the per- 
son of the Rev. A. Hay Aitkin, D.D. He was a 
missioner of the Church of England. He was brought 
to Coatesville by Bishop Garland of Philadelphia 
when rector of the Coatesville Episcopal Church. 
‘Here he preached the greatest sermon on this text 
to which I have ever listened. The church was 
packed to._the doors with men. He handled the text 
backward. “Birthright despised Esau thus.” (The 
“his” in your Bible is in italics, which means it is 
not in the original but is supplied.) The Rev. Aitkin 
was long, lean, and ascetic, with a great white flow- 
ing beard. I can see him now, as, like Moses or some 
grea. prophet, he leaned away over the high box hold- 
ing out in his left hand an imaginary pair of scales 
as he talked on the “Thus” to which he had skillfully 
and eloquently led us. In one scale pan with his 
right hand he piled all the things men hold dear, as the 
birthright of Heaven and home. Character, friends, 
business, home, position, fame, children, health, and 
the like. After we watched him with riveted atten- 
tion piling on all the fine things of life, describing 
their beauty and value, he cried, “Now watch what 
men place in the other pan of the scales, which out- 
weighs all these. The tingling of a nerve!” It was 
the most effective temperance address we men had 
ever listened to. One of the noted ministers of-the coun- 
try was in town that day and at the meeting with 
me. As we came out he said, “Will, that is preach- 
ing! Say, do you know, those English preachers 
seem to know how to put it across’? Thousands of 
young men are plugged or going down simply because 
they are “Thus” men. The American Magazine every 
month gives the history of men and women who make 
good against odds. None are “Thus-ers.” Neither 
the noise of cocktail shakers nor the fetid fumes of 
cigarettes rattle or smell through the pages. In real 
life the orange peel, clove, or. listerine breath is many 
an “Esau’s” birthright getter and “Jacob”/with all his 
faults comes to the head. The “old man” is rarely an 
“old fool.” 


The Ten Percenters.—All that thou shalt give me 
I will surely give the tenth unto thee (28:22). 
“Surely.” Notice the emphasis. Not “maybe” Nor 
Hy Nor “if I have luck.” At this time Jacob’s 


p’raps.” 
other name was not Israel. Jabok and the wrestling 
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bout were far in the future. Jacob started on his 
way out in the world by being a “Ten Percenter.” 
It is a pretty good way for any young fellow to start 
whether he is on the run or not. If I were not afraid 
of getting in bad with the pussies in the Corner I 
might say when the (ten per) center of gravity is 
below the base the upsetting of a young fellow is not 
so easy. A while ago I had some business with a 
high government official. The “information” girl said 
as I handed her my card, “Mr. Blank is busy and can- 
not see you.” I replied, “Mr. Blank, being a govern- 
ment official, happens to be in my employ and gets 
part of his salary from me. It is not for you to say 
whether he will see me or not. Take my card to 
him and let him say it.” And I gave her the good 
Chester County grin. Immediately she was back with 
a smile and said, “He will see you at once.” As I 
entered he came at me with outstretched hands, say- 
ing, “Mr. Ridgway, you do me honor with this visit. 
Though this is the first time I have had the pleasure 
of seeing you, I have known you for years.” “Are 
you a Sunday-school man?” “Yes, and a tither.” 
When he said that I knew at once he was much more 
than just a “belonger.” The tither is the fellow who 
is practicing his profession. And he generally rises 
in his business, whatever that line of activity may be. 
This very government official, I see by the newspapers, 
has recently been given another position at over fifty 
percent increase in salary. Doesn’t the Book say 
something about “Prove me”? °(Mal. 3: 10.) As we 
follow the career of Jacob we do. not find he got 
any the poorer by giving to the* Lord. ‘Nor have I 
known any other ten percenter that ever did. Your 
Uncle Sam, by the way, expects you to give fifteen 
percent, and says so in his income tax exemption. It 
is a striking fact that in the churches the “best givers” 
are always the “best livers” in that they skim the 
cream of life, whether washerwoman or “high ups.” 


Real Love.—Jacob served seven years for Rachel; 
and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love 
he had to her (29:20). When in our “sparking” 
days out here in the countryside we used to drive over 
the hills to see the girls, when one of them would 
point at the clock and hint it was time to go, we 
would say, “Love takes account of time by heart 
throbs and not by figures on a dial.” This is how 
Jacob took account of time, and not by figures on a 
calendar — or what had they? Poets, novelists, drama- 
tists, philosophers, and even common people have tried 
to define and analyze the love of men and women, but 
none have ever succeeded. It is like telling why two 
plus two equals four. All of us may know Love if 
not called upon to define her, to paraphrase the French 
philosopher’s dictum as to God. Jacob, whose life is 
set before us to study today, with all his faults, had 
two redeeming elements in his character. Carefully 
note them. (1) He could be honest to God. (2) He 
could be true to his heart. The hand of God can 
mold a real man out of this sort of stuff. Jacob was 
not the sort of fellow—I am talking to you high 
school and college boys — who could get a “crush” on 
a girl this summer, “making eight nights a week,” 
and then next summer make the same gesture to some 
other girl. _And by the way, as a sort of corollary to 
the proposition, have you noticed that most of the 
divorces and unhappy marriages are among the fellows 
who have the string of girls and the girls who have 
the string of beaux? None of the Jacobean-no-service- 
too-dear sort of love. Do you think Rachel fully 
appreciated Jacob’s devotion? If you believe that 
like mother like son, Joseph is the answer to the ques- 
tion. That is to say, a small-hearted mother could 
never produce a great-hearted son. Little Lord Faunt- 
leroy in the story was the splendid boy he was because 
father and mother were so devoted to each other. 
As I end this note I say to myself, “I wonder how 
many of the readers will see the point!” (See Song 
of Sol. 8:7.) 

CoaTESvILLe, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers ure invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the ‘esson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
peeety desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
neede 


He Was Sure He Was Safe.—I am with thee (28: 
15). In a great steamship disaster a father was seen 
carrying a sleeping six-year-old child to a lifeboat. 
The boy was awakened by the commotion and fear 
about him; he opened his eyes to look up into his 
father’s face, and then snuggled more closely into 
his father’s arms and closed his eyes again in sleep.— 
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I‘'rom the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Tipping.—Of all that thou shalt give 
me I will swrely give the tenth unta thee 
(28: 22). While we were bowling over 
the roads Henry said to his friend in a 
casual way, “How would you like to be 
a porter?” Timothy, busy with driving, 
shook his head decidedly, “Why not?” 
persisted his friend. “Mostly tips. When 
I deal with a man I want him to pay 
me my due, eye to eye; not slip anything 
into my hand behind my back.” “I won- 
der if that is the way the Lord feels 
about it?” quietly remarked Henry. “Just 
what do you mean?” asked Timothy. 
“Only this. When we give to the Lord 
without any fixed rule, just when we 
please and just as we please, I wonder 
whether he doesn’t feel a bit like a heav- 
enly porter. And perhaps we come to 
feel like the passengers and fall into the 
habit of giving him whatever spare bit 
of change we may have handy. I wonder 
if it wouldn’t be better for the Lord and 
for us if we just looked him in the eye 
and gave him according to some fixed 
rule.”"—From “Tipping the Lord” by W. 
S. Woodhull, Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N.Y. 


Through the Tower Windows.—This 
stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall 
be God’s house (28:22). A dignitary 
of the Church of England tells how once 
in the city of York he groped his way 
through a dense fog to the famous old 
cathedral. So murky was it that it. was 
with difficulty he found the door. But 
upon pushing the door open he saw in 
the nave at the crossing of the transept 
a circle of bright sunlight. For a mo- 
ment he marveled as at a miracle. Then 
he understood that the tower above the 
light rose higher than the level of the 
fog outside, and there the sun shone and 
poured its glorious light through the 
tower windows into the church. Though 
it was no miracle it was a mighty par- 
able. For that is the very core and es- 
sence of a church’s business, that it shall 
be a place that aspires to Heaven, rising 
far above the mist and the murk of the 
common day, that it may bring Heaven’s 
light into a darkened world.—From the 
New Outlook. Sent by Lewis Keast, 
Ishpeming, Mich. 


Making Father a Gift.—/ will surely 
give the tenth unto thee (28: 22). A little 
girl told me she was going to give her 
father a pair of slippers on his birth- 
day. “Where will you get your money ?” 
I asked. She opened her eyes like sau- 
cers and said, “Why, Father will give 
me the money.” And just for half a 
minute I was silent, as I thought the 
dear man would buy his own birthday 
present. And the father loved his little 
girl for her gift, although he had to pay 
for it. She had not anything in the 
world that he had not given her. You 
have not anything of your own to give 
to God. You can only give him back 
what belongs to him.—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Sperondeo.—Thy name shall be called 
no more Jacob, but Israel (32:28). On 
a train we met a young man who was 
a junior in college. With his father and 
mother he had left Sicily to establish 
a new home in our own land. Having 
settled in Southern Illinois, they had 
gone to work in a coal mine. Shortly 
afterward a mine explosion killed his 
father, and he himself was maimed for 
life by the loss of his left arm and right 
hand. During his hospital stay, he and 
his mother became so profoundly im- 
pressed with the: Christian character of 
the institution that they decided upon two 
epoch-making events. First, they joined 
the church, and next, they legally changed 
their names. The old name they never 
mention any more. The new name sent 
the lad to college where he earned his 
bachelor and master degrees, resulting in 
a professorship in an American college. 
The name chosen is his constant inspira- 
tion: “Giovanni Sperondeo.” The first is 
simply the Italian “John,” but the second 
grips us. “Sperondeo”—“my hope is in 
God.” How uplifting to write such a 
name: “My hope is in God” !—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Emily Me- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 
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Taking Good Care of the Clothes.— 
For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? (Golden Text). Some one has il- 
lustrated the value of a soul with a mod- 
ern parable in this striking manner. A 
householder took a trip into a far coun- 
try and left with his servant a child and 
the child’s clothes. After a while he 
returned and the servant said to him: 
“Sir, here are.all the child’s clothes. 
They are in excellent condition — clean 
and mended and pressed. But as for the 
child, I know not where it is.” So in 
the last-day some will say: “Lord, here 
is my body—lI have neglected nothing 
that belongs to it. It is strong and well 
and beautiful. But as for my soul, I 


have lost it."—From the Presbyterian. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. ‘Prize illustration. 


When They Had “Made Their For- 
tunes.””— Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul? (Golden Text). 
When the steamship Central America 
went down, several hundred miners were 
on board, returning to their homes and 
friends. They had made their fortunes, 
and expected much happiness in enjoying 
them. In the first of the horror gold 
lost its attraction to them, The miners 
took off their treasure belts and threw 
them aside. Carpet bags full of shining 
gold dust were emptied on the floor of 
the cabin. One of them poured out one 
hundred thousand dollars’ worth in the 
cabin, and bade anyone take it who 
would. Greed was overmastered, and 
the gold found no takers. Dear friends, 
it is well enough to have gold, but some- 
times it is a bad life preserver. Some- 
times it is a heavy weight that crushes 
us down to hell—From D. L. Moody. 
Sent by William S. Bowden, New Al- 
bany, Ind. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THe Law or _Interest.—The 
motive of all mental activity is some 
interest, instinctive or acquired. 











HERE is a somewhat familiar state- 
ment of a Latin author which says, 
“I am a man, and nothing that concerns 
humanity is foreign to me.” Today we 
speak of stories as having human inter- 





est. Sometimes we meet with rare char- 
acters who are so nearly ideal that our 
interest is in the uniqueness of the per- 
sonality. Aside from him who was the 
one ideal Character even the Bible in its 
truthful portrayals of human life gives 
us but one or two whose hearts were 
consistently right toward God. Perhaps 
it is the failure to rec.gnize this gener- 
ally that leads people to find so much 
apparent comfort in recognizing in the 
Bible a character like Peter or Jacob 
whose weaknesses seem to be so common 
to the humanity we know and experience. 
It is to be hoped, however, that the real 
interest in such.characters that will linger 
with our pupils when the lesson is over 
shall not be in this and in an accom- 
panying feeling that after all we are not 
very different from Bible characters, but 
rather in the marvelous transformation 
God is’ able to work in such a life when 
it is yielded to him. 

Jacob the supplanter has become Israel 
the prince of God when the divine work- 
manship has been given its opportunity, 
just as later Peter who denied his Lord 
became, when yielded to the Holy Spirit, 
both the power and the wisdom of God. 
Let us not linger on the fact that Elijah 
was a man subject to like passions with 
ourselves so much as on the far more im- 
portant fact that this was not allowed to 
prevent him from being, as we may be, 
a channel of prayer blessing to fellow 
men. Jacob’s story is a story of great 
hum n interest, but the significant points 
of interest in his story center about his 
contacts with what is more than human, 
God’s relation to our human life should 
be of perennial interest wherever it mani- 
fests itself. 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
ne 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the marvelous transforma- 
tions of human life that are set forth in thy 
Word. We thank thee for the encourage- 
ment to us in these lives. We pray that 
we may have the right sense of values, and 
that we may not be blinded by selfish con- 
siderations. May our lives be characterized 
by simple honesty in all things, and may 
our lives be devoted to thy service in ways 
that shall not be marked out by a desire 
for gain, but by thy leadings into the service 
which thou wouldst have us render. We ask 
it in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You know some- 


“what Pati was called before the 
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times in the Bible narratives persons’ 
names are changed. Do you’ remember 
reat 
change came into his life? Yes, Saul. 
And that name, Saul, meant “the great 
one,” or “the desired one.” Can anybody 
tell me what the name Paul means? Yes, 
it means “the little one.” Whatever the 
reason was for that name, I think Paul 
must have liked it. “Not I, but Christ,” 
was one way in which he showed how 
little he thought of himself, and how 
much Christ had done for him Do you 
know what the word Jacob means? ¥es, 
it means “supplanter.”. How. tricky he 
was! No right-minded man wants to 
be.as Jacob was at first, but later on he 
was called Israel. And what.does that 
mean? Yes, “Prince of God.” What 
a change there was in the name, which 
could never have come about if there 
had not been a wonderful change in the 
man! Do any of us here today need a 
changed name in God’s sight? Is there 
a selfish boy or girl, man or woman here, 
whose life cannot possibly come out into 
fruitfulness unless there is in that life 
the great change that only the power 
of God can bring about? ‘Will you ask 
God to make that change in you, and 
will you put yourself in the way of it 
by humble yielding of your life to him? 
Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns 
“Can Others See Jesus in You?” 
“Transformed.” 
“Channels Only.” 
“Living for Jesus.” 
“In Tenderness He Sought Me.” 
“My Desire.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EGINNING with Genesis 25:27, 

read all the chapters in Genesis tell- 
ing of Jacob’s life, as it is necessary for 
all of his life story to be fresh in your 
mind in order to teach the incidents of 
the lesson. 

How many of the class remember the 
promise given to Abraham that we re- 
peated in our last week’s lesson? Have 
the class recite it again, “In thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed.” 
Explain again that this promise meant 
that Abraham was to be the forefather 
of the Earth-Blesser. Connect with last 
week’s lesson by telling of Isaac the lit- 
tle son whom God gave to Abraham and 
Sarai when they were old. To Isaac 
God gave twin boys. Ask the class to 
tell you the names of these boys. One 
of the sons of Isaac was to be the fore- 
father of the Earth-Blesser, and accord- 
ing to the custom of the country this 
honor would be Esau’s because he was 
the firstborn. That is what is meant 
by the birthright. No doubt both the 
boys wanted to be the head of the tribe, 
and we wonder if they quarreled about it. 

These twin boys were just as differ- 
ent as could be. Esau liked to tramp 
through the woods and swamps hunting. 
Although he was rough looking, he seems 
to have been generous and kind-hearted. 
Jacob liked the quiet life of the tent 
home, and perhaps spent much time with 
his mother. He cared more for the birth- 
right than Esau did. 

Let the class tell how Jacob bought 
the birthright from his brother. Show 
that both boys were wrong. Esau did 
not prize the honor of being the fore- 
father of the Earth-Blesser, and it was 


not wrong for Jacob to want the birth- 


right. In fact, God had said to his 
mother, “The elder shall serve the 
younger.” But he should have waited 


for God to give it to him, instead of 
making a hard bargain with Esau. He 
should have been glad to have divided 
the food with his hungry brother. If the 
children do not know the story of the 
stolen blessing, tell it to them very 
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“ planter” or cheater, because that was the 


Lesson for July 13 


briefly. Here Rebekah and Jacob were 
both in the wrong. We do not know 
how God would have given Jacob the 
blessing, but we are sure that he <does 
not need lying or wrongdoing of. any 
kind to help bring about his plans. It is 
pitiful to read of Esau’s anger and grief. 
Tell the children of the danger of losing 
God’s blessings by not prizing them. 
Jacob’s love for the birthright and 
eagerness for God’s blessing pleased God. 
But-before he was ready to be the fore- 
father of the Earth-Blesser, he must 
know God, and confess all his sins. 
Have the children tell you of his leav- 
ing home and of his wonderful dream at 
Bethel, and how Jacob promised to serve 
the true God. Jacob stayed a long time 
in Haran, and while we believe he was 
true to his promise to serve the true 
God, still he was not always honest and 
true as God would have him. When he 
returned to Canaan the mother who loved 
him so much had died. On his way home 
the Lord met him again. This time Jacob 
said to the Lord, “I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me.” This pleased the 
Lord, but before Jacob could be blessed 
he must confess his sins. The Lord | 
asked him his name. Jacob means “sup- 


kind of man he was. But when he con- 
fessed that he was Jacob, God changed 
his heart; and gave him a new name — 
Israel which means a “prince.” And God 
blessed him there. 

When Israel met Esau, God had taken 
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away all of the old anger and hatred, 
and the two brothers had a friendly meet- 
ing. Jacob begged Esau to accept a gen- 
erous gift from the brother who had once 
taken advantage of him. When Isaac 
died, the two brothers buried him. After 
this we do not know of Jacob ever cheat- 
ing or deceiving anyone. But more than 
once he was deceived by others, and he 
was sadly deceived by his own sons. 

Perhaps the children will wonder why 
God loved Jacob or chose such an im- 
perfect man to be the forefather of 
Christ. Tell them that God did not over- 
look Jacob’s sin, and, although it was 
pardoned, still Jacob suffered for it. God 
was not looking for a perfect man, but 
for one whom he could save. 

Sing “Jesus Loves Me.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


% 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“The God of Jacob”: 
(1) His Presence. 
(2) His Patience. 
(3) His Persistence. 
(4) His Power. 

















OUR girls will have to know some- 

what of the life of Jacob even to 
begin to appreciate the significance of this 
oft-repeated phrase of our Bible, “The 
God of Jacob.” And it is worth while to 
know Jacob, with all his natural “mean- 
ness,” in order to know aright the God 
of Jacob whose Presence and patience and 
persistence and power in Jacob's life 
made him who was first like his own 
name, “crooked,” “full of guile,” and de- 
ceitful, into the man who at last became 
Israel, a “prince’ who had “power with 
God.” 


First sketch Jacob’s life vividly enough 
to lay fresh hold upon their imaginations 
before you try to help your girls realize 
what God revealed of himself through 
that life. Begin with the introspective, 
meditative, self-seeking nature shown in 
Jacob’s very childhood (contrasted with 
the thoughtless, active, impulsive, light- 
minded brother Esau). We see him 
grasping, deceiving, and unfair in his 
youth; and scheming, sharp, and hard 
in his manhood, with some brighter lights 
in the dark picture in his loyalty and 
love for the chosen wife of his heart, his 
gentleness toward children, and his deep 
realization that God counted most in 
life in spite of his own temptation to 
strive after physical things. His may not 
be a noble character nor an attractive 
one — but how many of us would show 
up much better if our inner selves were 
as honestly revealed as Jacob’s is for us, 
in the truthful Scriptures? 

Indeed, it is in this very unloveliness 
of Jacob’s that we find our greatest com- 
fort, since God has been willing — has 
so directed! —to be recorded over and 
over in those same truthful Scriptures as 
“the God of Jacob”! Not the God of 


Jacob’s conceiving, but the God of Jacob’s | 
salvation, whereby the mighty change was | 


wrought in him! Not the God of Jacob’s 
expectation at all, but the God who so 
surprised him that he frightened him 
more than once, and once wrung from 
the lips that could complain rather bit- 
terly against life, “I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant.” What did Jacob find out about 
God, through his life-long dealings with 
him? 

(1) First of all he was made to real- 
ize God’s very Presence in his life, in 
the least expected way, at the least ex- 
pected time. “Surely the Lord is in this 


.place; and I knew it not,” he cries out 


in fright, when he had forgotten all about 
God and was running away from one’‘of 
the ugliest acts of his youth! (Gen. 28: 
16, 17.) Here began Jacob’s conscious- 
ness of God in his life —as it will begin 


for that girl of yours, perhaps, in the | 
midst of her very God-forgetting youth. 
Be sure he has not forgotten her, and: ceived new names. 





some day or night he will make her 
—— conscious of his Presence in her 
ife. 

(2) Show your girls God’s ‘patience 
with this same selfish Jacob (Gen. 
32: 1-32), (3) his persistence in pur- 
suing him through all his wanderings 
(Gen, 31: 11-13), and (4) his power in 
so saving that life from sin that we actu- 
ally find some nobility in the last picture 
of the old man, praying for his sons 
upon his deathbed (Gen. 49). 

Ought not your girls who know they 
are “not naturally good or religious” to 
think of “the God of Jacob” who will 
come into their lives and hold on to them 
in spite of their sins until he becomes 
their “refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in trouble,” as he has to thou- 
sands of other Jacob-like souls? 


Home Study 

“The God of the Old Testament” whom 
it.comforts us today to speak of as “the 
God of Jacob” — what can you record in 
your notes that you have learned about 
him through his dealings with Jacob? Be 
sure to read Genesis 27 and 28 with 32 
and 33, noting what changes God. had 
made in Jacob, as you try to think out 
your answer to this question. 

Rasun Gap, Ga. 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 


Times Company. Classes are discovering 


the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What man valued a good meal more 
than an inheritance? 

2. Who had a wonderful dream on his 
first night away from home? 

3. What man palmed off his weak-eyed, 
older daughter on his prospective son-in- 
law, instead of the younger and beautiful 
one? 

4. What woman was so loved that a 
man gave his services for fourteen years 
in order to marry her? 

5..What wrestling match made a crip- 
ple for life of one of the contestants? 

6. On what occasion was a caravan ar- 
ranged with favorites in the place of 
safety and less favored in a place of 
danger? 

% 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Spirit and Flesh. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name the 
wholesome and proper developments of 
the flesh—and attendant dangers. Let 
them .name means. of. nourishing and 
developing the spirit to the glory of 
God. a 

Objective: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God’; and renew a right spirit 
within me.” 











AY, fellows, if I should be looking 
for new names for Jacob and Esau, 
not already bestowed, I would call them 
Spirit and Flesh. And those two names 
mean much. Both those young men re- 
The Lord renamed 
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Jacob, Israel. In Genesis 36, Esau is 
called Edom. Israel means ‘Prince of 
(or with) God.” That is a_ spiritual 
name. Edom means “Red.” That is a 
fleshly name. 

There is a tremendous difference be- 
tween Spirit and Flesh, fellows —a dif- 
ference that is of vital importance to 
you and me in this advanced year of 
1930, and the story of Jacob and Esau 
enables us to see that difference in a 
striking way. Let’s take a look at those 
two boys. They were both very human 
and both very imperfect; they were 
brothers, brought up in the same home. 
But there was a difference; and that dif- 
ference sent one to the higher levels and 
the other to the lower levels. Jacob was 
a home boy; Esau was a rover. Jacob 
was domestic; he knew how to prepare 
a tasty meal. Esau was fond of the 
chase; he took his food as he could light 
upon it. But Esau would get hungry, and 
at such times no cost was too great to 
gratify his appetite. So it proved that 
day when he came in tired and hungry 
from his hunting and bartered away his 
birthright for Jacob’s mess of pottage. 

Fellows, that little bowl of red pot- 
tage was perhaps ‘the costliest meal any 
man ever bought and ate, ,,Esau’s_ birth- 
right was a princely heritage. In the 
light of events that followed, it is impos- 
sible to estimate its great value — not 
because of the father’s material estate 
that went with it, but because of the 
tremendous spiritual significance that 
characterized it. Material assests are 
of value only for the short term of 
human life, but spiritual values extend in 
ever increasing proportions throughout 
eternity. And Esau gave this priceless 
thing in exchange for a mess of pottage. 

Perhaps the first sign of Jacob’s spir- 
itual inclination was in his proposal to 
buy the birthright from Esau and pay 
him this juicy meal for it. Esau was 
hungry for food and that made the pur- 
chasing power of the pottage greater for 
the moment. Jacob took advantage of 
it. Charge him as much as you will 
with trickiness, with a trader’s sagacity, 
but the fact remains that Jacob was will- 
ing to surrender the temporary gratifica- 
tion of his animal appetite in order to 
obtain an invisible value—a_ spiritual 
value. He did not say, “A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush.” Esau 
said, “What profit shall this birthright 
do to me?” And thus he “despised his 
birthright” (Gen. 25: 32, 34). Afterward, 
in the further effort to secure to himself 
the spiritual value of the birthright, Ja- 
cob deceived his father with a carefully 
prepared lie, and got his father’s dying 
blessing, and, in consequence of that, had 
to take flight from his home to escape 
the murderous wrath of the brother he 
had wronged. Jacob was severely pun- 
ished for his deceit, and his punishment 
was strangely appropriate — through de- 
ceit. Laban deceived him grievously about 
Rachel. It would be humorous, if not so 
tragic —a seven years’ punishment! And 
years afterward, back in the land of Ca- 
naan, Jacob’s sons deceived him in a most 
grievous way about Joseph, so that the 
old man had many unhappy days. And 
yet—and yet—through it all, Jacob’s 
life was consciously “bound in the bundle 
of life with God,” and he rounded out a 
life triumphant in the end. “By faith 
Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both 
the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, lean- 
Po upon the top of his staff” (Heb. 11: 
a1). 

The life of faith—the life that puts 
the things of God, the things of spirit, 
above the things of the flesh —closes 
“upon the top of his staff.” 

Now, fellows, listen. The flesh is not 
something to be despised. God created 
us in the flesh, and that which God cre- 
ates is honorable. Food is not sinful, and 
the keen enjoyment of food and the re- 
sulting physical strength in its nourish- 
ment are our Father’s gifts to us; but 
our bodily appetites may easily become 
tyrants over us, in Satan’s hands, to rob 
us of our inheritance — our birthright. 
Every Christian, as a child of God, has 
a birthright — his own peculiar birthright 
(see John 1:12). If you, like Jacob at 
Bethel, are willing to covenant with God 
to be his servant through thick and thin; 
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| —“the problem of 
class unpreparedness 
has heen solved”— 


That is what one teacher says about it. 
Listen to her hearty words as to what 


Christian Youth has done for her class: 


‘*CHRISTIAN YouTH has been received with tre- 
i mendous enthusiasm by my class of high school 
| girls. Therefore the problem of unpreparedness 
has been solved. 


‘The girls are gladly following the exhortation 
‘Study to shew thyself approved,’ because, as 
one girl said, ‘CHRISTIAN YOUTH makes the lesson 
so interesting and Christianity so practical.’ An- 

other said, ‘The department ‘‘ What to Look Up’’ 
enables me to search the Scriptures as the 

Saviour commanded.’ 





‘CHRISTIAN YOUTH is indeed wonderfully Scriptural, 
not only ‘rightly dividing the word of truth,’ but 
is practical and instructive. 


| ‘‘Our home work consists of studying the following 
lesson departments, ‘Since Last Week,’ ‘What 
| to Look Up’ and looking up the references, ‘The 
Lesson Within the Lesson,’ ‘ Daily Readings,’ and 
answering the questions in ‘Can You Answer?’ 
As each section is studied a check mark is placed 
by it. . . At the end of the month, the papers 
are taken up, and for each paper that has been 
thoroughly studied a star is placed in the girl’s 
year book,—a small book in which a monthly 
record of home and memory work is kept.’’ 


This teacher’s happy experience may be 
duplicated in your class or in your school. 
She gladly shares with you her method,— 


and you may have the paper for each of 
your boys or girls at a moderate cost. 


Will You Try it? 


For 10 cents each, your teen age pupils 
can be supplied with Curistiran Youtu for 
ten weeks at the trial subscription rate. 





Just fill out and mail the attached coupon 


SS RSS SSBB SSS SSBB SBS SSS STS BBS Bes eeseweevaen eases 
| The Sunday School Times Company 6-28-30 
323 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 

I'd like to see what Curistian Youtu can do for my class, so I 
enclose herewith §..........ccccsces 


ROR cescvswescctessss - copies to be sent to me 
for ten weeks, at 10 cents each. 


IVGURE S Sviscxseseideccsies ‘ 


POOP H Hee eee ere ere eeeeeEeeeeer eEeeseses Peso ereeeeeseees eeeeseses 


PAGE SS oscccissecrnicnss ‘a 


SHRP OPER EH EEE EH Ee HEHE EEE ES CEH OES EEE EE TEESE SESEEE EES EEE EEE OESE EEE TEES CEOEEE EEE ESTES SESS OSS EEES 


Christian Youth is more than a lesson-help. It has fine stories, fascinating Bible puzzles, 

Christian Endeavor topics, news of stirring interest from mission fields, etc. Better get 

acquainted! Single copies, 75 cents a year. Five or more in a package to one address, 
52 cents a year. 
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if you are willing each day to look to 
him and ask him to hold you fast, you 
are bound to win out. Jacob had his ups 
and downs, but he never let go of God. 
Esau said, “Of what profit is this birth- 
right to me?” But Jacob said, “This spir- 
itual thing is my soul’s anchor in God.” 

That was the difference between Spirit 
and Flesh—and it put eternal value in 
everything. 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of July 6) 


1. In finding new dwelling places as God 
led him, in setting up new altars to the 
one God, and in founding a new race. 

2. That he was to get out and start. That 
he was definitely to leave his country, his 
kindred, and his father’s house. 

3- The land to which he: should go. 


4. Jehovah would show him the land, 
would make his name great, and would 
greatly bless him. 

5. God gave him the son (“seed”) he 
promised, even by a miracle. 

6. To give him the land of promise for 
his family’s heritage —this was done only 
after the exile in Egypt. 

7. The whole of their land of promise was 
never in the possession of the Hebrews, due 
to their own failure to take possession of 
it, as . directed (Gen. 15:18 and Josh. 
1: 2-4). a a 

8. Genesis 12: 3 has been and is being and 
shall be fulfilled as long as the blessings 
from Jesus Christ,’ the seed of Abraham 
after the flesh, abound unto “all the families 
of the earth.” 

9. Faith and obedience. 

10. Unselfishness. 

11. Hebrews 11: 10. 

12. He was called the friend of God (2 
Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; Jas. 2: 23). 

13. Personal. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 20. Some Good Summer Reading. Eccl. 
133%, 12; t Tim. @: 18, 13. 

July 27. Missions in Changing China. 2 
Chron. 15 : 1-7. 

Aug. 3. Chances to Serve Christ in Summer. 
John 6: 1-14. (Consecration meeting.) 
Aug. 10. How to Become Truly Popular. 

Phil. 4:6, 8; 1 Pet. 3: 8-11. 





Sunday, July 13 


Worth-While Hobbies 
(Psa 8:3-9) . 





Mon.—Study of animals (Prov. 6: 6-11). 

Tues.—Study of birds (Song of Sol. 2: 
11-13). 

Wed.—Study of trees (1 Kings 4 : 29-34). 

Thurs.—Study of recreation (Matt. 11: 
16-19). 

Fri.—Fishing (John 21 : 1-3). 

Sat—Music (Psa. 33: 1-4). 





























What hobbies are practical for you? 
Has any hobby helped you? How? 
How would you choose a new hobby? 


HAT is a hobby? Many of us 
may think of hobbies more or less 
as pastimes or diversions, but the diction- 
ary shows us that a hobby may well have 
a more serious purpose. Webster’s dic- 
tionary says that a hobby is a “subject 
or plan to which one is constantly re- 
verting; a favorite and ever recurring 
subject of discourse, thought, or effort; 
a topic, theme, or the like (considered 
as) unduly occupying one’s attention or 
interest.” Many excellent and worth 
while things may be included under the 
first two definitions. Only the third has 
any suggestion of harmfulness. 
ye 
The first verse of our Scripture lesson 
suggests an excellent “hobby” of the 
Psalmist. His thought was “constantly 
reverting” to the wonders of God’s crea- 
tion and dwelling upon the goodness, ma- 
jesty, and power of the Creator. What 
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a fine thing it would be if-we were more 
given to such a “hobby.” Perhaps this 
summer we may have opportunity to cul- 
tivate this “hobby” as we come in contact 
with God’s great out-of-doors, or as we 
have more time for meditation. 
x 

The Psalmist did not have the complete 
Word of God as you and I have. Never- 
theless, his writings are full of his ap- 
preciation for God’s Word, and we find 
him expressing his delight in it. and his 
love for it. Here is a “hobby” God is 
eager to have us enjoy. Is his Word a 
“favorite and ever recurring subject of 
discourse or thought” to you? Are you 
meditating upon it day and night? Are 
you finding it to be the choicest topic of 
conversation, or do you find it easier to 
talk about everything else under the sun? 


ye 

One result of having a “hobby” for 
meditating upon God’s goodness and 
thinking and talking about his Word 
is seen in our Scripture lesson. . Such 
a “hobby” helps us to get the right’ per- 
spective when we look at _ ourselves. 
There is not much danger of our being 
puffed up, or self-important, or indulging 
in self-pity, when our thoughts are -oc- 
cupied with God and with his Word. 
First, we see the littleness of man, then 
we see the marvelous privilege that he 
has, for, in spite of his littleness and un- 
worthiness, God has deigned to visit him, 
to fellowship with him, to give him a 
share in his mighty work. Humble and 
unworthy though he is, nevertheless, God, 
in his grace, has crowned man with glory 
and honor. “ 


But are there no other “hobbies” along 
the generally accepted sense of the term 
that may be worth while for Christian 
young people? Certainly there are. Al- 
most any line of wholesome study may be 
a worth while hobby, as may also count- 
less forms of handicraft or clean diver- 
sion, — just so long as they make some 
definite contribution to God’s plan for the 
life, and do not interfere with other more 
worth while things. 

It was William Carey’s love for geog- 
raphy that finally opened his eyes to the 
great need of those in other lands for 
the light of the Gospel. A love for the 
out-of-doors and a camping hobby led an- 
other young man into a work with boys 
that gave many opportunities for the sow- 
bing of the seed of the Word and for 
training along definite Christian lines. 

So it may be with countless other hob- 
bies, if we are careful to see to it that, 
in all things, Christ has the pre-eminence. 
Rightly chosen and wisely indulged in, 
hobbies may furnish recreation, enjoy- 
ment, health, wisdom, and the like, and 
may be the means to the end for which 
God wants each of us to live, —that of 
living a consistent Christian life and 
witnessing to others to the power of 
Christ. 

On the other hand, some hobbies, in 
themselves harmless, may become harmful 
to Christians. A hobby that occupies so 
much of our time that we must neglect 
or cut short our morning watch and 
Bible study, or neglect Christian duties, 
or undermine our health, no matter how 
good, cannot be a worthwhile hobby. A 
hobby that ministers only to self, to self- 
enjoyment or self-gratification, cannot be 
a good hobby. 

In other words, the Christian’s attitude 
toward hobbies, as toward everything else, 
should be that of willingness to have 
every thought brought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), 
-——to ask God’s definite guidance in the 
choice of our hobbies, and to look to him 
in faith to use them to his honor and 
glory. " = 


What hobbies of mine must I judge 
worthless according to God’s standards ? 


Am I willing to let him choose my hobbies 
for me? 


How am I using my hobbies for his honor 
and glory? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Never make this plea—If only. I were 





somewhere else!—Oswald Chambers. 
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‘Lesson for July 13 





| Children at Home 





The Sword of Kabu 


Founded on fact 
By A. O. Stott 
T WAS Kabu’s twelfth birthday and 


A he was going to have a very wonderful 
gift from his father, whose ancestors had 


’ all been among the most famous fighting 


men in old Japan. Kabu had known for a 
long time that the day on which he “had 


“eaten rice for a dozen years” the fine old 


silver-handled sword that hung over the 
tokono mai (“sacred alcove”) in his 
father’s room would be solemnly en- 
trusted to him. - - 

He loved hearing the story, how in the 
great war with Raessia his grandfather, 
the oldest admiral in the Japanese fleet, 
was Commissioned to perform a seemingly 
impossible feat in the face of terrible 
odds; how just at the most critical mo- 
ment a falcon had suddenly appeared and 
perched on top of a gun-turret‘and the 
old admiral had shouted, e 

“The bird of victory, come to inspire 
us. ‘Forward:and we conquer!” 

So it proved to be, for the men took 
fresh courage and the tide of war was 
turned in the favor of Japan. At the 
end when victory was: proclaimed a beau- 
tiful sword with a falcon’s head most 
wonderfully wrought was presented to 
Kabu’s grandfather by the Emperor him- 
self, with other honors... 

When Kabu awoke on his birthday 
morning he was so excited he could 
hardly wait to put on his school uniform 
before he ran to his father’s room, hoping 
he would be given the sword at once to 
examine, and finally place above his bed 
over the picture of his grandfather. 

But no notice was taken of his impa- 
tience, for his father would not permit 
anything to interrupt his thoughts before 
school. 

Of course it was difficult to glue all 

his mind to his work that day, but 
Japanese teachers do not tolerate inatten- 
tion or carelessness, and Kabu, being a 
Christian boy, honestly tried to do his 
best. 
’ That evening when “the sunset rice” 
was eaten, and his mother had gotten out 
her sewing, and Kabu and his little sis- 
ter Hana were having a game together 
before he started his nightly studies 
(which all Japanese pupils diligently per- 
form to a very late hour), his father 
called him into his room. 

Very gravely his father batle him take 
the falcon-head sword in both hands and 
carry it into the living room. Hana 
dropped her doll in surprise, and stood 
with her mother while her father spoke 
in quiet, solemn tones. 

“Kabu, I now deliver to thee the sword 
of a brave and good man, your illustrious 
graridfather. Thou knowest what he ex- 
pected of every one of his men, and how 
nobly they carried out his. commands. By 
the blessing of almighty God we in this 


- family. have come to see that Love, not 


war, is the greatest power in life, but 
we must all be good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ and fight against evil. I am bound 
to pass on this sword to thee on this 
thy twelfth birthday, and always remem- 
ber it is there to remind thee of the holy 
‘warfare thou must make against all sin 
in thyself and surroundings.” 

So Kabu received his sword. He made 
up his mind to remember that God’s 
Word is called “a sword” and as no rust 
must be allowed to come on the shining 
metal, so no dust must ever be seen on 
the cover of his Bible. He would read it 
every morning and evening. 

This: plan helped him a lot, for, looking 
first at the sword, he would open his 
precious Book and find there what his 
Captain commanded him to do. Of 
course things at school were not always 
easy for a boy who tried to live as Christ 
desires, and Kabu came in for plenty of 
ridicule. 

His special enemy was a big boy called 
Taru, who for some reason or other 
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hated the religion of Jesu Sama (“Jesus 
Christ”), and persecuted Kabu. 

One day he managed to get Kabu’s 
coat when he was on the playground, and 
with a can of scarlet paint he daubed an 
enormous cross on the back of the coat. 
Later Kabu ran to the cloak room and 
could hardly believe it was his own coat. 
The thought of wearing such through the 
streets sent a hot flush over his face. 

“I am sure Taru has done-this. Of 
course he will deny it, but nobody else 
would dare to do it, I know,” Kabu said 
to the other boys. 

That morning it happened that he had 
been reading one of his favorite Bible 
stories, the story about Gideon. 

“The sword of the Lord and of Kabu,” 
he had said to himself, and he felt it 
was indeed a righteous cause to avenge 
himself on ,Taru, and he had much to 
pay back in other ways! 

But suddenly some words he had over- 
heard his father saying to his mother 
the night before came back to his mind: 
“Truly the man has wronged me, and de- 
serves to be punished, but what says the 
Holy Book? ‘They that take the sword 
shall perish by the sword.’ No, I can- 
not fight the case save by the Christian 
weapon of love.” 

And the boy who tried to copy his 
father’s Christian example decided- then 
and there that he would say nothing, but 
bravely wear the extraordinary looking 
coat. He reasoned, “Our coolies are not 
ashamed of wearing all sorts of trade 
devices on their backs, and we all proudly 
display our family crest on our clothes. 
Well, really I am greatly honored, and 
Taru has done me a favor.” 

When his father offered to buy him a 
new coat, without delay Kabu replied, 

“Not so, till this one becomes too 
shabby to wear. Why should I be 
ashamed of displaying the badge of my 
Captain in public? Fortunately it has 
been painted on straight.” 

So Kabu bore and wore his cross which 
was no easy task, for it exposed him 
to much mockery and scorn. But his 
example, in time, led his enemy to confess 
and ask his forgiveness. 

“I never was so surprised in my life 
as at the way thou hast taken it. There 
is not a boy in this school who has the 
strength that thou hast, and I would 
crave to know the secret of such a brave, 
patient spirit.” 

Then Kabu, with a happy smile, grasped 
+ aaa of his former adversary as he 
said, 

“By the sword of the Lord and of 
Kabu, the weapon of Love.” 


WortHIncG, Sussex, Enc. 





With the New Books 


How the World is Getting Worse. 
By the Rev. Andrew M. Olsen. (Pen- 
tecostal Publishing Co., Louisville, Ky., 
50 cents.) To the Bible student who 
seeks for additional light on sound pro- 
phetical interpretation, and to the busy 
layman who longs for a simple, quick- 
reading, and helpful presentation of our 
“perilous times,” this little book brings 
a message that will win quick apprecia- 
tion. Being a sincere and world-traveled 
student of the great churches and their 
creeds, the author has been able to avoid 
unfairness and exaggeration, and yet he 
adheres very closely to the inspired Book. 
Prophecy is shown to have a twofold 
interpretation, often with wide valleys of 
time between the mountain ranges of ful- 
fillment. That the next great European 
conflict, called by scientists “The Two- 
Hour War,” is but a few years distant, 
and that it will result in the rebuilding 
of the old Roman Empire, is proved from 
Scripture. There is also given a most 
interesting study of Mussolini, in which 





the author finds in J] Duce at least thirty- 


two earmarks of the Antichrist. For all 
of his statements Mr. Olsen can produce 
published proof, and the prerogative of 
the church, he urges, is to watch, with 
girded loin and Sword in hand. 
Missions Our Mission. M. E. Dodd, 
A.B., D.D. (Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, Nash- 





ville, Tenn., 60 cents.) “The most dy- 
namic sentence ever uttered, one that 
has called for more sacrificial giving, 
more heroic living and more devoted 
service than any other, is ‘Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the..gospel.. to 
every creature.’” Yea, verily, and. this 
divine mandate strikes the keynote not 
only in this well-written study for South- 
ern Baptists, but in the heart of every 
Spirit-filled believer, For’ we are all 
missionaries, “as Dr: Dodd : points : out, 
and every educational and benevolent in- 


| stitution of the church, as well as every 


branch of the evangelistic program, 
should have missions. for..its imcentive, 
its constant purpose and-its goal.- The 
book is well outlined, and so packed with 
concise statements concerning this, the 
church’s greatest task,. that the .author 
may be forgiven a denominational em- 
phasis that shows in.such; statements .as 
“China is the product of ‘Confucianism, 
India of Hinduism, . . . and the United 
States of Protestantisrn. and Baptists.”- 
His great theme is well handled, and 
worthy of thoughtful study. 


The Fine Art of Motherhood. By Ella. 
Broadus Robertson. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.50.) That mother- 
hood is a fine art, requiring diligent effort 
but yielding richest reward, is Mrs. Rob- 
ertson’s firm conviction. With the skill of 
an artist she has dealt in an entertaining 
way ‘with the different phases of. this 
important task. Such chapters as “Types 
of Wives” and “Types of: Mothers” and 
“Building Up or Plucking Down” af- 
ford valuable analyses that will help many 
an earnest but genuinely perplexed young 
mother to find herself. The sense of 
helpless inadequacy gives place to joyous 
understanding in such chapters as “Keep- 
ing Hold of Our Children,” “Letting Our 
Children Go,” and “Children’s Questions.” 
These messages have all been enjoyed by 
groups of mothers at summer conferences. 
They are clearly and beautifilly given, 
full of sympathetic understanding, and 
packed with encouragement, inspiration, 
and sound counsel. 

ve 


Sending the “Times” to 
Missionaries 

NUMBER of friends who have been 

helped by THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, and who wish to make the paper 
available to foreign missionaries are ac- 
customed to contribute from year to year 
to a fund that the Times maintains for 
this purpose. cig 

If you could see the letters that come 
to the Times office from missionaries in 
appreciation of the paper you would real- 
ize what its messages can do for those 
who are in remote fields working under 
great difficulty, and who need all the en- 
couragement and fellowship that can be 
brought to them by the printed page. 
Many are in lonely stations, and others 
are in large stations where the work is 
difficult, and where a paper like the 
TIMES comes with information and spir- 
itual refreshing. ' . 
Those who have not been ‘in mission 

fields may perhaps imagine that foreign 
missionaries are always on the crest of 
spiritual exaltation, and that because of 
their calling, and their devotion to it, 
they do not need quite the same nourish- 
ment for themselves, but rather are so 
equipped that they can constantly give 
out to others of the treasures that have 
been confided to them. The fact is, how- 
ever, that missionaries, of all serv- 
ants of the Lord, particularly need the 
fellowship and the touch with the home- 
land, and with the progress of the Lord’s 
work throughout the world. ‘Here, for 
example, is one of the letters from a mis- 
sionary that indicates the gratitude with 
which the Times is received. 


_ I receive quite a few magazines and pe- 
riodicals, but none quite take the place of 
the Times, and I feel deeply grateful for 
the plan whereby we receive our copy. 

wo or three years ago, before leaving 
Australia, I subscribed for a year to the 
Times through the Keswick Book Depot of 
Melbourne, and felt more than rewarded 
by the information and‘ inspiration réceived, 
and have been very glad to continue as a 
member of the Times family out here in 
mid-China. Specially valuable to us is the 
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monthly Survey of Mr. Ernest Gordon, 
which brings us news that would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to obtain elsewhere. 
The editorials are usually reserved for quiet 
Sunday reading, and often bring much help 
and stimulus. I pray regularly for the 
staff of the Times and trust it may long 
continue its splendid ministry of contending 
earnestly for the Faith—J. Howard Kitchen, 
oe Inland Mission, Shenkiu, Honan, 
ina. 


Contributions to the TrmEs missionary 
fund are always gratefully received. Per- 
haps your Sunday-school would like to 
supply a certain number of mission sta- 
tions, each with a copy of the Times, 
‘That would be a worthy object for your 
interest, and prayers, and gifts. Those 
who would like to have a share in this 
ministry may send gifts to the Mission- 
ary Subscription Fund, The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 


‘teenth Street, Philadelphia, 


Wade C. Smith’s Engagements 


HE: Little Jetts and “Say, Fellows 
—,”’ done by Wade C. Smith, are two 

lesson helps that are eagerly looked ‘for 
each week by Tr Es readers. Many ‘are 
now taking advahtage of Mr. Smith’s 
visits to their home cities to see the Lit- 
tle Jetts in action, as:He draws the etch- 
ings in colors on white paper to illustrate 
his addresses. 

Mr. Smith’s engagements in coming 
months are as follows: 

Tarkio, Mo., July 19-27.—United Presby- 
terian Missionary Conference. 

Massanetta Springs, Va., August 1-7.— 
Woman’s Auxiliary Training School. i 

New Wilmington, Pa.,. August 8-15.—United 
Presbyterian Missionary Conference. ss. 

McDowell, Va., August 17-September 26.— 
Vacation period in camp. ; 

Nicholasville, Ky., September 28-October 12. 
—First Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Pa., October 19-29.—Sherwood 
Presbyterian Church. Hi 


Narberth, Pa., November 2-9.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 


Books Wanted 
Sereoay Eeoneel university 


by parcel post CY ne Injailible Word of Sed 
othe x. sour » nals Ord Of 

1 = . 

Logi cal “Ay ‘qunerst 74 Fairview Avenue 
subjects. JERSEY CITY, N. J. 


Che Sanday School Times 


President and Publisher 
Puivip E. Howarp 
_. Editor and Vice-President 
Cuar_tes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 























Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at-the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions,,.Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy. five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth | 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 
75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 
52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


: Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


Radost Bible School 


(Near Warsaw, Poland) 


The object of this school is to train 
men in the Word of God and to send 
them to minister to their own people. 
Jews from different countries, Poles, 
Ukrainians, Ger mans, Russians, 
Bohemians, and others, regenerated 
by the Spirit of God, form the stu- 
dent body. Auspices of 


American European Fellowship 
186 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 


Co-educational—New men’s dormitory recently 
completed. 


— accredited—Graduates take high rank in 
niversities. 


Christian—in foundation and continuing purpose. 

Solicits the patronage of earnest students only. 

Large faculty, beautiful location, moderate 
charges. 

Early registration advised. Fall term opens 
September 8. Catalog on request. 

Address . 

CHARLES C. ELLIS, President. 


HunNTINGDON, Pa. 
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Columbia Bible Training School, Inc. 
In the Heart of the Nation’s Capitol 


A practical Inter-denominational, co-educational 
Bible ‘Training School for Christian leadership. 


12 Departments. Best Instructors 
Write for Catalogue 


ELSIE WADE STONE, President 
1724 H Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. Tracing 
the Messiah through the Old and 
New Testaments. Should be in the 
hands of every Bible loving Christian. 
SENT FREE. Write to 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
2248 Westchester Avenue, New York City 


Glcura 


__ Fragrant, Antisepti 
Sample Free, ~Cettcara,” pontdeoe® ng 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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C; For Family Worship ) 


| By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 7 to 13 


Mon.—Genesis 25 : 27-34. 
Bargaining With Esau. 

In “A Preface to Morals,” Mr. Walter 
Lippmann rather accurately diagnoses the 
chaos of the present time in faith and 
morals, and gives as the remedy “human- 
ism.” Esau was the ancient humanist. 
Nobler than Jacob, naturally, he despised 
his birthright because it was the token 
of invisible blessing of an invisible God; 
and he reasoned: Because time is worth 
nothing to me, what do I care for eter- 
nity! Esau had no faith (contrast 2 
Pet. 3: 11-13). Jacob’s was imperfect, 
else he would have trusted God to secure 
the provided birthright for him. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Wales, 
that the hard times in the mining districts 
may be alleviated and that spiritual bless- 
ing may be poured out (this is the re- 
quest of Mr. Arthur L. Morgan, Per- 
fecto House, 371 High Street, N., Manor 
Place, London, E. 12, England); pray 
for the way to open for Mr. Spencer 
Johnson to go there to hold meetings. 


Tues.—Genesis 28 : 18-22. 
Covenanting With God. 

Jacob seems to be doing what the men 
of our generation are so largely doing 
— measuring God by the yardstick of 
themselves. One would have thought 
after the vision of the ladder that he 
could have stepped higher than mere food 
and raiment. God met him on this low 
plane, however, and he meets us, too, in 
marvelous condescending grace, when he 
finds in us a grain of faith. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society (146 
Queen Victoria Street, London E. C. 4, 
England) ; especially for its issuance of 
the Scriptures in the Western Hindi lan- 
guages spoken by forty million people of 
Northern India, and for the printing of 
the Gospel of Mark in Worrora, a lan- 
guage spoken by one thousand Australian 
Aborigines. 

Wed.—Genesis 29 : 13-20. 
Bargaining With Laban. 

A man reaps what he sows. Jacob 
sowed duplicity with Isaac, and reaped 
trickery in his dealings with Laban. So 
God uses this retributive justice to show 
Jacob what is in his own sinful heart. 
Since he will not judge himself, God uses 
the harvest of his sins to break down 
self — the flesh. He so deals with us all, 
in his wonderful grace. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Lon- 
don City Mission (Mission House, 3 
Bridewell Place, E. C. 4, London, Eng- 
land) ; for its 278 sound, aggressive, soul- 
winning missionaries, meeting people in 
their homes and in hospitals, paying one 
million five hundred thousand visits 
yearly; pray for its testimony to half a 
million wage-earners. 

Thurs.—Genesis 31 : 45-53. 
Covenanting With Laban. 

What is the difference between Jacob 
and Laban? Laban had never been to 
Bethel, nor seen the ladder and the angels, 
nor heard the voice of God. But Jacob 


meet the worldly man on his own level. 
Yet there was a difference, and God saw 
it, but Jacob suffered from not realizing 
his calling soon enough. 


Prayer Succestions: Pay for the 
Gospel Sky Sign Mission (Mr. Charles 
Philips, London, England); furnishing 
God’s Word to the people through signs, 
electric lanterns with revolving films, and 
illuminated text-boxes. 


Fri—Genesis 32 : 22-38. 
Wrestling With an Angel, 
It was not Jacob wrestling with God 
for a blessing. It was 1 wrestlin 
with Jacob to get possession of a life 
utterly selfish, God won. It is mar- 





had, and yet he is all the time trying to /% 





velous that he will wrestle with you and 
me, and break us down by touching the 
strongest sinew, the one idol on which our 
self-life is entrenched. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
disaster of retrenchment may not afflict 
the London Jewish Society (16 Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, W. C.:2, London, England) ; 
that its deficit of £9,000 may be made up; 
that a@ school enrolling three hundred 
girls may not have to be closed. 


Sat.—Matthew. 6 : 28-34. Life’s Ideal, 


Our Creator-Redeemer does not think 
a king’s purple or a cardinal’s red will 
compare with the Huleh lily he used to 
pluck for his mother in the Nazareth 
woods. “As .the beauty. of the flower is 
unfolded by the divine Creator Spirit from 
within,” says Alford, “from the laws and 
capacities of its own individual life, so 
must all true adornment of man be un- 
folded from within by the same almighty 
Spirit (see 1 Pet. 3:3, 4). As nothing 
from without can defile a man (Matt. 15: 
It), so neither can anything from with- 
out adorn him.” 





(Lesson for July-13) JUNE 28, 1930 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work of the Rev, Charles W. Posnett 
(Medaka, Nizam’s Dominions, India) ; 
training waifs to be evangelists, farmers, 
weavers, carpet makers, Christian wives; 
that scores more children on the waiting 
list may soon be admitted as funds for 
their support come in. 


Sun.—Psalm 19:7-14. The Perfect Guide. 


“The Psalmist gives an account of the 
excellent properties and uses of the Word 
of. God in six sentences (vs. 7-9) in each 
of which the name Jehovah is repeated. 
Here are six titles of the Word of God, 
to take in the whole of divine revelation, 
precepts, promises, and especially the Gos- 
pel; here are several good properties of 
it, and here are several good effects of 
the law upon the minds of men.”—Mat- 
thew Henry. 


Prayer .Succestions: Pray for the 
British Society for the Jews (9 Great 
James Street, London W. C. 1, England) 
in its efforts to predth Christ in Jewish 
circles where.a new desire to learn about 
Christianity is manifested. 








KCvangel Chiversity 


founded on The Infallible Word of God 


NROLL here for thorough training for 

Christian work. Opportunity is provided 
to specialize in distinctive theological curricu- 
lum, gospel music, Christian pedagogy, prac- 
tical missionary medical training. 


College of Theology offers four years of in- 
tensive training for the ministry or mission 
field. 


Nurses Training School ¢ombines Bible 
study and missionary training with preparation 
for State Registered Nurse examinations. 





UNEXCELLED metropolitan missionary 

and educational advantages. Beautiful, 
quiet location, twenty minutes to downtown 
New York. 


Co-educational, Tuition free. Low ex- 
penses. Many opportunities to earn funds. 

‘Thoroughly evangelical, founded on the in- 
fallible Word of God. Christian friends are 
invited to help by their prayers and gifts. 

Address President L. W. BARNARD, Evan- 
gel University, 74-76 Fairview Avenue, Jersey 
City, New Jersey. 
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lives; and pays it ' 
eee promptly. : 
== ba 
b- “The thing most grati 
to me is the eeratlfying 


“I prefer American Bible 
Society bonds before 
many others, first and fore- 
most because they ate an 


that our gift will ulti- 
mately aid a mission- 


ary agency. We like your 
mptness in remittance.’* 





will continue perhaps | 
after I have eee girs me 
pleasure.”’ 


Me 
“‘One attractive feature of 
your annuity id agree- 
ment is that. it pays a good 
_ substantial income to the 
Annuitant as long as he 
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that after I am gone my 
money will still be at 
work. at is, it means 
permanency of Gospel 
'roclamation,”’ 


“I am mow past seventy- 
one, ‘and have money in- 
vested in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
lety; but the income from 
your annuity agree. 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.”’ 


+ 


“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
' E Sess Syyecqanens I have ever 
made. 





‘ 





on my part your 


Name 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY } 
The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. i 


tlemen: I would like to learn about the pl: hich 
8 high as 9% according to age. Pt Se withOiot oblineon 


ease send me without obligati 
et No. 8183, entitled “Bibles and Bonds” 





Address 
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